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PROPERTY TAXES 





Burden on business would 
rise for 3rd straight year 


By Peter Spotts 
aan@turley.com 


The City Council will be voting on the 
proposed tax shift of 1.58 at the meeting on 


The proposal by Mayor Richard Cohen 
would result in a 10-cent increase in the 
residential tax rate, to $16.41 per $1,000 
from last year’s $16.31, but nearly a $1 hike 
in commercial, industrial and personal 
property taxes, to $32.08 from $31.12. 

“When we take all of the figures and fac- 
tors of the budget, I think it is the one that 
is the most fair. I try to do what I think is 
fair for everybody while still being cogni- 


Dec. 4, up from this year’s shift of 1.55. zant of our residents, Cohen said. 


Mayor asks for wider business tax split 


Robin Wozniak, executive director for 
the West of the River Chamber of Com- 
merce, said she will continue to push for 
lower business taxes. The Chamber pro- 
tested last year’s 1.55 shift, which itself was 
an increase from the previous year's 1.52. 
Higher numbers mean a greater propor- 
tion of the town's overall tax burden shift- 
ed onto business properties, resulting in a 
higher rate for businesses and a lower rate 
for residents. Wozniak said the Chamber 


SENTORS 
Food drive helps 
pantry, Page 16 
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has had better success pushing for a small- 
er shift in West Springfield, and feels Aga- 
wam businesses need to lobby for them- 
selves more. 

“West Springfield has better success 
rate in keeping it fair, where Agawam 
generally tends to go towards the resi- 
dential side, but we still advocate and try 
to balance it to make it a happy medium, 
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Robotics 
‘kickoff’ 
to push 

for funds 


By Peter Spotts 
aan@turley.com 


ROBINSON PARK SCHOOL 


Rosie Robotics wants 
everyone to know about 
how the club is changing 
students lives — and what 
adults can do to support it. 

Rosie cofounder and 
adult mentor Dana Henry 
said they have organized 
an informational meet- 
ing on Monday, Dec. 11, 
geared toward parents and 
other interested commu- 
nity members who want to 
know more about the club 
and how to make sure it re- 
ceives the financial backing 
it needs. 

“This is more of a kick- 
off meeting to give people a 
history of the program over 
the years and areas they can 
help out, whether it be can- 
vassing local companies for 
monetary support or start- 
ing the conversation with 
the new superintendent 
and mayor and possibly 
looking into more school 
support, Henry said. 

The meeting will start 
at 7 p.m. in the John Burns 
Technology Wing at Aga- 
wam High School, 760 Coo- 
per St., Agawam, where the 
current Rosie roster has 
been preparing for the Jan. 
6 start of the competition 
season. There are current- 


Above, Katie Potts and her fourth-grade class at Robinson 
Park School hold up some of the supplies they sent 

to a hurricane-ravaged school in Houston. 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


At right, Makayla Barcomb, a fourth-grader in Katie Potts’ 
classroom, shows off a card she created that was sent to 
Hoyland Elementary School in Houston, Texas. 


ly about 24 students and By Mike Lydick 

a dozen mentors helping aan@turley.com 

them out. Rosie Robotics 

provides opportunities oyland Elementary School 
for a variety of skills and H: Houston, Texas, is near- 
backgrounds, ranging from ly 2,000 miles from Robin- 


son Park School, but its distance 
was no obstacle for the kindness 
and generosity of students and 
teachers at the Agawam school. 
Several RPS classrooms “ad- 


mechanical duties such as 
building the robot to pro- 
gramming commands for 
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Care PAC 


opted” a third-grade classroom 
at the Houston school hit hard 
by Hurricane Harvey in August. 
One was Katie Potts fourth grade, 
where students were “super excit- 
ed” about helping teacher Stacey 








their classroom. 
Potts learned 
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Heartwarming’ RPS project delivers supplies 
and kindness to hurricane-ravaged school 


Stiner and her students restock 


about Stin- 
ers classroom needs from the 
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CITY COUNCIL 


Overlay 
district 
proposed 
for solar 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 





For the third time this year, 
the City Council's Legislative 
Subcommittee will take up a 
solar energy zoning change, at 
its next meeting. 

This time, councilors ex- 
pect to see some new ideas, 
after twice failing to pass ordi- 
nances recommended by the 
subcommittee and its chair- 
man, Councilor Richard Iher- 
oux. Both times, a majority 
supported the ordinance but 
fell short, by one vote, of the 
supermajority required to pass 
a zoning change. Both times 
the sticking point was the sub- 
committees insistence that 
solar farms belonged in indus- 
trial areas only, rather than be- 
ing allowed on a special permit 
basis in agricultural zones. 

At last weeks meeting, 
City councilors Christopher 
Johnson and Robert Rossi pro- 
posed an overlay district for 
solar facilities, which would 
allow councilors to pick and 
choose individual properties 
in town, regardless of their un- 
derlying zoning, to include in a 
solar energy district. 

Theroux said on Nov. 20 
that an overlay is not his first 
choice, but he is willing to 
work with Johnson and Rossi if 
that’s what it takes. 

“Tm all in favor of getting 
something done, Theroux said. 

Following the second defeat 
of a proposed solar ordinance, 
in early October, the mayor 
made a third proposal, nearly 
identical to the amended ver- 
sion that the City Council had 
considered in October. ‘The 
largest change was to redefine 
“large ground-mounted solar 
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Boldyga supports veterans bills 


BOSTON — State Rep. Nicholas Boldy- 
ga, R-Southwick, recently joined with his 
colleagues to support legislation honoring 
the veterans of Massachusetts for their 
service. 

On Nov. 8, the state House of Represen- 


appreciation of their service and dedica- 
tion to protect our way of life.’ 

The memorial and patriotic accounts 
would be funded via a check-off box on 
municipal property tax and motor vehicle 
excise tax bills. Taxpayers would be able 


Crossword.......... tatives unanimously passed bills allowing to make a donation over and above the 
7 municipalities to establish a local Veter- amount they owe. These donations would 
Opinion .............. 4 ans Memorial and Patriotic Celebration support the creation and restoration of 
Fund, and to mandate the designation of | municipal war monuments and other lo- 
Public Safety eat 6 special veterans-only parking spaces at cal activities honoring the sacrifices of the 

city and town halls. The bills were sent to community's veterans. 
Sports a 10 the Senate for its consideration. The proposed parking law would re- 
“We owe a great deal to our veterans quire that at least one space at each town 
because of the sacrifices they ve made for hall parking lot is designated for veterans; 
YOUTM......sseesseseee 1 our country, said Boldyga, who also rep- non-veterans who park there would be 
resents Agawam. “I’m proud to stand be- subject to a $100 fine and having their ve- 
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Dinner service 





Agawam Congregational Church members Betty Burrage, right, 
and Roberta Page, were among volunteers that served meals 
at the Philip Coburn Community Thanksgiving Dinner held last 
week in West Springfield. “It was so nice to see so many vol- 
unteers helping in so many ways. It’s the first time I’ve been 
involved,” said Burrage. Page observed: “I’ve assisted, almost 
from the beginning, and those in need or with no family to share 
Thanksgiving seem to increase every year.” Church members 
Caroline and Richard Bassett also took part in volunteering by 
delivering dinners to shut-ins. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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Its Our 20th Christmas Season. Come Celebrate! 
Save 20% On All in Store Giftwares. 
Drop your Santa Letters off in our mailbox. 
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Agawam Flower Shop 


Friday December 8th, 2017 
430 Main St. 


Open House 1:00 PM-6:00 PM 
Cookies, Cordials, and Christmas Flowers! 


Early Bird Savings: 


Special Delivery Savings for each Local Christmas Design! 
Pre-Order between 2pm-4pm on Dec 8th for Free Delivery! 
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You are not alone. 


* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 10/23/2017 and is subject to change without notice. $250,000 maximum deposit per member. $1,000 minimum to open and in order to earn the stated APY, all interest earned 
must remain in the CD for the entire term; withdrawal of the interest during the term will result in earnings below the published APY. Fees could reduce earnings on account. Penalties apply for early withdrawal. The 10-Month 
CD automatically renews at maturity for 12 months at the then current rate for that term. The 40-Month CD automatically renews at maturity for 48 months at the then current rate for that term. 


HOLYOKE: 490 Westfield Road FEEDING HILLS: 14 North Westfield Street W. SPRINGFIELD: 333 Elm Street 
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Council votes $27K for Walnut St. tax district 


By Peter Spotts 
aan@turley.com 


City Councilors hope Walnut Street Ex- 
tension can soon begin funding its own re- 
vitalization — with a little kickstart to get 
the ball rolling. 

The council on Nov. 20 approved spend- 
ing $27,360 on a consultant to establish a 
district improvement financing, or DIF, pro- 
gram for the “downtown” area. Proposed by 
the Business Modernization Advisory Com- 
mittee, the DIF is intended to encourage 
property owners to upgrade their property 
and draw in new investors to the area. 

Phase I will determine the baseline as- 
sessment level for the properties in the DIF 
area. Once that is completed, the town will 
be able to put any property taxes collected 
above the established baseline values into 
a separate DIF fund, which can only be 
used on improvements in the DIF district. 

“What it tells a potential investor is 
that we can bond to do upgrades in infra- 


structure, and it will be with DIF funds. It 
encourages people in the DIF district to up- 
grade and increase the value of the proper- 
ty because they know additional property 
taxes will only be put back into the DIF dis- 
trict, not the whole town, explained City 
Counclor Anthony Suffriti, the council’s li- 
aison to the BMC. 

The BMC, created by Mayor Richard 
Cohen, felt that the Walnut Street area 
was the best place to start a DIF program 
in Agawam. ‘The neighborhood is already a 
commercial hub, but is dominated by the 
vacant lot once occupied by Games and 
Lanes. Cohen had proposed, earlier this 
year, that the town spend millions of dol- 
lars on streetscape improvements to make 
the area more attractive to investors; the 
council balked at the price. 

Up to 25 percent of a town or city can 
be designated as a DIF area. Town Planner 
Marc Strange said the Walnut Street Exten- 
sion area is not expected to take up the ma- 
jority of that 25 percent. 


Phase II of the project will focus on the 
redevelopment of the Games and Lanes 
property, which the town hopes will be- 
come more attractive with the addition of 
the DIF, and other various projects. 

“The passage and creation of the DIF will 
help market and generate interest in the 
Games and Lanes property, said Strange. 

The $27,360 covers the costs for con- 
sultant Jeff Daley from CJC Development 
Advisors LLC, who will be helping the town 
establish the assessments. Phase I will cost 
$9,600 and Phase II will cost $17,760. 

Cohen is excited about the DIF and 
views it as a good step to take in trying to 
revitalize the area. 

“This is the next best step, as far as I’m 
concerned, and that’s why I proposed it to 
the BMC. I think this is a good time to do 
it and I put it on the agenda. We need to 
improve that area. If were going to attract 
businesses, then the town has to look at 
modernizing certain areas that need to be 
modernized, Cohen said. 





supplies sought to fill Christmas stockings for seniors 


Benchmark Senior Living 
will again hold its “Stockings 
for Seniors’ benefit drive this 
holiday season, to provide 
needy seniors with joy and hap- 
piness. Stockings filled with 
goodies, gift cards, and small 
necessities can be dropped off 
at one of the Benchmark Senior 
Living communities in Western 
Massachusetts, including the 
Atrium at Cardinal Drive, 153 
Cardinal Drive, Agawam. Dona- 
tions will be accepted through 
Saturday, Dec. 16. Loose items 
will also be accepted. 

The communities’ goal is to 
deliver 250 stockings to local 
councils on aging and Meals 


on Wheels programs, who in 
turn will deliver the stockings to 
needy seniors in Western Massa- 
chusetts. Recommended items 
for the stockings include local 
grocery store or pharmacy gift 
cards, eyeglass repair kits, lens 
cleaner and lens wipes, light-up 
magnifying glasses, flashlights, 
batteries, nightlights, nail clip- 
pers, nail file boards, pocket 
tissues, toothbrushes, tooth- 
paste, hand lotion, stationery 
and notecards, greeting card as- 
sortments, stamps, pot holders, 
candy, lottery tickets, sugar-free 
items for diabetics and Sudoku, 
crossword or word search puz- 
zle books. 


There is no minimum or 
maximum limit on monetary 
value, or what can be included. 

“The values not a matter. 
What matters are the number 
of helping hands and the sat- 
isfaction of knowing that one 
has helped a senior in need 
this holiday season, said Elena 
Leon, Benchmark’s senior di- 
rector of community relations. 
“There are many programs in 
the area to help support chil- 
dren and families in need, but 
often our seniors who are frail 
with limited resources are for- 
gotten. Last year we distrib- 
uted 237 stockings, and the 
heartwarming thank you notes 


that we received brought tears 
to my eyes. In some cases, the 
donated stocking was the only 
holiday gift received. 

The Atrium at Cardinal 
Drive is a memory-care assist- 
ed living community for those 
with dementia, Alzheimer's 
disease and other memory im- 
pairments. Benchmark is the 
largest privately held provid- 
er of senior living services in 
the Northeast, operating more 
than 50 communities in Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode 
Island and Maine. For more 
information, visit www.bench- 
markseniorliving.com. 





‘Zero waste’ free holiday toy 


Agawam High School's Na- 
tional Honor Society and SAVE 
Club, and Agawam’s Zero Waste 
Club, are hosting a Holiday Used 
Toy Exchange this Saturday. 
This event is being created to 
become a source of holiday gifts 
for residents on tight budgets, 
as well as increase the lifespan 
of consumer goods which are 
discarded long before their use- 
fulness is waned. 

Gently used, clean, working 


PALMER OFFICE 


toys will be collected at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St., on Friday, Dec. 1, 
from noon to 5:30 p.m. Gently 
used toys wanted include musi- 
cal instruments, action figures, 
dolls, sports equipment, books, 
bicycles, electronics, video 
games, DVDs, stuffed animals, 
model kits, art supplies, build- 
ing toys, creative learning toys, 
outdoor toys and structures, 
games, puzzles and baby toys. 


PART TIME STAFF WRITER 
SOUGHT FOR 
BELCHERTOWN & WILBRAHAM 


The Sentinel and The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, weekly 
community newspapers, are seeking a part time staff writer to 
report local news in Belchertown and Wilbraham. Applicants must 
be dependable, have a passion for community journalism, feature 
reporting, editing, social media; be able to cover evening meetings 


exchange open Saturday 


No dirty, broken or incomplete 
toys will be accepted. All dona- 
tions will be prescreened before 
donators leave. 

Adults are invited to peruse 
the selection of toys between 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
2, from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. Chil- 
dren should not be brought into 
the shopping area, so that each 
toy will be a surprise. Games 
and activities will be available 
in the library children’s area 


while adults shop. Families will 
be limited to an amount they 
are able to carry in one trip 
to their vehicle. Shoppers are 
asked to bring their own reus- 
able shopping bag. Any toys 
remaining will be donated to a 
local charity. 

For more information, visit 
www.agawam.ma.us under the 
events column, email helgathe- 
hen@gmail.com, or call Nancy 
Bobskill at 413-285-2182. 





Rotary concert 
supports food 
pantry, schools 


The Agawam Rotary Club will host a 
winter concert featuring Richie Mitnick 
next week. 

The concert is at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 7, at Roberta Doering School, 49 
Main St., Agawam. Admission is $5 with 
a nonperishable item, or $10 without. 
The goods will be donated to the Parish 
Cupboard in West Springfield. All pro- 
ceeds will benefit the club's 2017-18 ven- 
ture to provide cameras for an Agawam 
public school in need. 


Cultural Council to 
meet next month 


The Agawam Cultural Council is 
meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19, at 
the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper 
St., Agawam. The meeting is open to the 
public. There is no cost to join or serve. 

This all-volunteer organization, ap- 
pointed by the mayor and funded, in 
part, by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, is looking for new members. 
The council is charged with bringing 
engaging, entertaining, and education- 
al events and opportunities in the arts, 
humanities, and interpretive sciences, 
to Agawam children and adults. 





Women’s Chamber 
networking night in 
town next Thursday 


Coopers Gifts, at 161 Main St., Aga- 
wam, will host Ladies Networking Night 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7. 

The event is sponsored by the Spring- 
field-based Professional Women’s Cham- 
ber, and provides an opportunity for pro- 
spective new and existing PWC members 
to meet socially, enjoy an evening of re- 
freshments and build new friendships. 

Beverages and light hors d oeuvres 
will be served, and are included in the 
complimentary admission. 

Reservations are highly recommend- 
ed. Contact Debra Chamberland at sm- 
dchamberland@yahoo.com for reserva- 
tions or more information. 

Coopers Gifts is a second-genera- 
tion family-owned business run by Kate 
Gourde. It features trendy clothing, win- 
dow treatments, décor and gifts. 


Welcome to Glenmeadow Learning, 
a series of lifelong learning opportunities. 


Through the Binoculars 
Birds, Wildlife, and Climate Change 


Friday, December 8, 10 a.m.—noon 


Bay Path University, East Campus 
Philip H. Ryan Health Science Center 
1 Denslow Road 

East Longmeadow, MA 


and meet strict deadlines. The successful candidate will maintain 
cultural, political, educational and municipal relationships within 
their respective territory. Photography skills and own camera a 
plus. This is a part-time position. We will consider less experienced 
applicants, but a journalism degree is desired. 


Three writing samples required with resume: 
Aimee Henderson, Editor 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or email directly to ahenderson@turley.com 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


Patti Steinman of the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society will lead a talk on New 
England wildlife, and share her observations 
on how climate change is affecting those 
species. Her talk will include changes in the 
moose, black bear, bald eagle, and peregrine 
falcon populations. 





Glenmeadow 


Learning 


FALL 2017 CLASSES 


Programs are free and open to the public, but space is 
limited and reservations are required. To enroll, 
e-mail learning@glenmeadow.org or call A 
413.567.7800. Visit glenmeadow.org/ g 


glenmeadow-learning. CONTE AION 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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Opinion 
OUR VIEW 


Wider tax 
shift is still 
misguided 


or the third year in a row, Aga- 
Pee mayor and city councilors 

are planning to undermine their 
pro-business rhetoric. 

Despite their professed goals of filling 
up the town's empty storefronts and va- 
cant lots, and growing the business base 
in town, the town’s leaders are expected 
to shift even more of the town’s tax bur- 
den onto local commercial and industri- 
al properties, in an effort to save relative 
pennies for homeowners. 

The City Council's vote on the tax 
split is slated to be taken at their Mon- 
day, Dec. 4, meeting. For more infor- 
mation, see the story on page 1 of this 
week's newspaper. Any resident of town 
can speak at Monday’ss public hearing. 

For the third year in a row, anyone 
who cares about a healthy local econo- 
my, abundant jobs in town and vibrant 
retail centers, should speak up in oppo- 
sition to a wider tax shift. The opinions 
written in this space last year, at this 
time, are just as valid today as then: 


One councilor made the argu- 
ment that commercial and indus- 
trial tax increases are less onerous 
because some homeowners have 
fixed incomes, but a business can 
always pass increased costs along to 
the consumer. There comes a point 
when that stops being true — be- 
cause the customers stop buying. 

If Agawam manufacturers were 
forced to increase the cost of their 
products, how many of their cus- 
tomers would start looking into 
other suppliers, perhaps in oth- 
er states or other countries? No 
town in Massachusetts can afford 
to give manufacturers another 
reason to leave. 

Agawams strong manufactur- 
ing base is one of the best things 
the town has going for it. Even in 
towns with a single tax rate, busi- 
nesses are highly prized taxpayers 
because, to put it bluntly, they 
dont have kids. 

The single largest depart- 
ment in town government is the 
schools, and just about any tax- 
payer who uses school services is, 
financially speaking, a net loss for 
the town. A family in a $300,000 
home may pay a hefty tax bill, but 
it’s not enough to cover the cost of 
educating two kids in the schools 
as well as the rest of the city ser- 
vices that all Agawam residents 
enjoy. The towns children are 
subsidized by the childless house- 
holds in town and, even more so, 
by the businesses. 

... Those of us who benefit from 
“specialized” town services should 
recognize that the town can af- 
ford these services in part because 
of the taxes collected from large 
entities that pay a steep rate and 
don't use them. 

Being fair to businesses may 
mean slightly higher taxes for res- 
idents. But being unfair to busi- 
nesses, in the long run, would 
mean businesses moving out — 
and much higher taxes for the res- 
idents left behind. 


Businesses are already paying twice 
the tax rate as residents. Maybe that’s 
because they didnt get a vote in the 
town election earlier this month. But 
what's fair is fair. They need your voice at 
the tax hearing next week. 


What do you think? Share your thoughts 
in a letter to the editor at aan@turley.com. 


HOLIDAY SHOPPING... 
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COMMENTARY 


Low-info voters get the gov't they deserve 


By Paul Fein 


n a recent New York 
[ms column, “Were with 

Stupid, Timothy Egan wrote, 
“The problem is not the Russians 
— it’s us. .. A huge percentage 
of the population can't tell fact 
from fiction’ 

Egan is right. Ameri- 
cans are by and large disgrace- 


What went wrong to 
allow a demagogue 
like Trump to get this 
far in our democracy? 


fact that Trump was elected to 
the presidency with no political 
or military experience and thus 
no expertise in these realms. Un- 
fortunately, they rarely noted the 
other side of this political coin. 

A presidential aspirant must 
have a political or military back- 
ground, and a record, so that 
citizens and voters can properly 
evaluate his competence, ex- 


fully ignorant about politics 
and history. The Trump admin- 
istrations descent into political 
duplicity and lawbreaking has 
its roots in the apathy and ig- 
norance of the populace. Only 
59.7 percent of eligible Ameri- 
cans voted in the 2016 presiden- 


in voter turnout. Even more lam- 
entable, an estimated 70 million 
of those voters were rated LIVs 
— low-information voters. Six- 
ty-seven percent of LIVs voted 
for Donald Trump. 

As a result, we get the govern- 
ment we deserve. 


pertise, integrity, ability to work 
with others, temperament, re- 
spect for laws, rules, and tradi- 
tions, and all the other traits and 
skills needed to thrive, or at the 
very least survive, in politics. 

For example, would Trump, 
who avoided military service with 





tial election, which ranked 31st 
among the 35 developed nations 


Informed and vigilant Ameri- 
cans, however, rightly decried the 
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JAY SPEAKS 


Leaf memories in the past 


his season trees are losing their leaves and 
oak trees drop acorns. Kitty and I used to live 
in a colonial-style home with a modest front 


lawn and a fairly large back yard with Giant oak 
trees, a garden, and many bushes. The 


the season they come down. Not like the maple tree 
in front yards, whose leaves drop early and are no- 

where as prolific as oaks. 
Raking up acorns is another matter entirely. 
They are small, heavy and slip through 





lawn area in the back and sides was fairly 
small. The leaves could be handled with 
a bamboo rake. The steel rakes seemed 
to tear up the lawn. Raking the acorns 
was another matter entirely. 

People with larger lawns used trac- 
tors with raking attachments ... some 
even with vacuum ability to suck up the 
leaves and other debris. No matter what 
way the leaves were raked up, there was 
still the matter of bagging them and 





Jay Berger 


the tines of the rake. Bagging them is 
arduous. I once had a fabulous idea. Go 
into Forest Park and round up as many 
squirrels as I could find, and bring them 
to our yard and let them harvest the 
acorns. Kitty reminded me that they 
would bury the acorns in our lawn and 
then dig them up later in the spring. Not 
a great idea! 

Kitty had a better approach. She had 
the Cub Scout pack have their meeting 








carting them to the curb (some towns 
gathered the leaves at the curb if you raked them 
together). 

We now live in a condominium where crews 
come in to handle the leaves. The crews use enor- 
mous tractors, giant blowing machines, and per- 
haps a few people with rakes to handle the edges 
of the lawns. Either way, the leaves are carted away 
to be shredded and utilized as mulch somewhere 
as needed. 

Getting back to our colonial home lawn. Fall 
and raking was a lot of fun the years that we had 
our dog, Elsa. It was her favorite season. Elsa would 
rest on the porch watching me rake the leaves into 
piles. Then she would hide a tennis ball in a pile of 
leaves. A few seconds later she would tear the pile 
apart, searching for her tennis ball. Next, she might 
toss the ball at my feet, wanting me to throw the 
tennis ball into a pile, so that she could look for 
it and mess up the leaves so that she could do it 
again, and again. 

Those of our readers who have oak trees know 
of the volume of leaves that drop and how late in 


at the house. Then we held a contest to 
see who could pick up the most acorns in a half- 
hour. I had an endless supply of comic books as 
prizes and it worked ... once! 

Now, at the condo, I look nostalgic at the crew 
with all the modern equipment taking care of the 
leaves. They do not seem to be having the fun that 
I had! 

I should mention how the weather had an ef- 
fect on raking. If the snow came early, it made the 
raking impossible; the leaves froze together. Heavy 
rain made them too heavy to take. High winds gave 
me back as many leaves as I raked. My best way was 
to wait for fair weather, then take the garden hose 
to lightly wet them down, making it fairly easy to 
rake. 

Condo living has many benefits, but I miss the 
Elsa, her tennis ball, the piles of leaves, and the fla- 
vor of fall. 


Jay Berger is retired from a job in publishing and 
lives in Agawam with his wife Kitty. They have three 
children and six grandchildren. 
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four draft deferments for being 
a college student and a fifth for 
heel bone spurs, have conformed 
to military law? Would Trump, 
who once fatuously claimed, “I 
know more than the generals, 
have obeyed his superiors? And 
would Trump, who, in 1997, joked 
that sexually transmitted diseas- 
es were his “personal Vietnam” 
and, in 2016, derided Vietnam 
War hero John McCain for being 
captured, have risen in the ranks 
and served with distinction? 

If Trump had served as a bor- 
ough president in New York City, 
would he have earned the reputa- 
tion of being a pathological liar? 
Would he have picked disreputa- 
ble and unqualified people for his 
administration? Would he have 
displayed appalling ignorance 
about New York City’s and our 
countrys burning issues? And 
would he have treated with con- 
tempt the judiciary, the media, 
fellow politicians, the intelligence 
agencies, the disabled, ordinary 
citizens, and foreign leaders? 

We may never know the ex- 
tremely important answers 
to these crucial questions — 
though we can make an educat- 
ed guess. That is tragic because 
in the past 10 months Trump 
has given us all these answers, 
not as a borough president, but 
as the leader of our country and, 
purportedly, of the Free World. 
As presidential historian Robert 
Dallek averred, “This adminis- 
tration is a low point in our his- 
tory ... the shamelessness of this 
administration, the dishonesty, 
the total indifference to facts, is 
something I haven't seen before 





DEATH NOTICE 


Pezdek, Lawrence 

Died Nov. 13 

Private funeral 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home of 
Agawam 
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— at least not this blatant.’ 

Exactly how much damage 
to our national security, election 
integrity, and democratic insti- 
tutions has already been done 
will be determined by Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller’s inves- 
tigation of possible ties between 
Russia and the Trump campaign 
before the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion and of a subsequent conspir- 
acy to obstruct justice. The court 
of public opinion, however, has 
already convicted Trump, giving 
him an abysmal approval rating 
around 35 percent, a record low 
for a first-year president. 

Americans should become 
familiar with the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act of 1938 because 
unregistered foreign agents 
may have infiltrated our gov- 
ernment. Richard Painter, chief 
White House ethics lawyer in the 
George W. Bush administration, 
told MSNBC that Donald Trump 
Jr's meeting with a Russian law- 
yer with ties to the Kremlin with 
the expectation of his receiving 
damaging information about 
then-Democratic presidential 
nominee Hillary Clinton “bor- 
ders on treason, if it is not trea- 
son itself? 

What else went wrong to al- 
low a demagogue like Trump to 
get this far in our democracy? 

Fake news, alternative facts, 
the Big Lie, confirmation bias, 
entrenched tribalism, and the 
“dumbing down’ of Americans by 
the Republicans exacerbated the 
hyper-partisanship and polariza- 
tion of our troubled times. Pusil- 
lanimous politicians have further 
poisoned our national ethos. 

When Alabama Governor Kay 
Ivey was asked why she planned 
to vote in next months special 
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election for Roy Moore, an ac- 
cused pedophile she condemned, 
she cynically replied, “We need to 
have a Republican in the United 
States Senate to vote on things 
like Supreme Court justices, oth- 
er appointments that the Senate 
has to confirm and make major 
decisions.’ Gov. Ivey clearly be- 
lieves it is better to elect a man 
accused of soliciting sex from 
girls — for which he, then an as- 
sistant district attorney in his 
30s, was reportedly banned from 
a shopping mall and a YMCA — 
than to elect a Democrat. 

How can we reverse this de- 
structive trend? 

In 1787, Thomas Jefferson 
wrote, “Educate and inform the 
whole mass of the people. Enable 
them to see that it is their inter- 
est to preserve peace and order, 
and they will preserve them.’ 

This education, which must 
be non-partisan and non-ideo- 
logical, should start in the mid- 
dle schools of America. Courses 
should be required in civics, 
American history, and logic, and 
students should be taught how 
to determine which social media 
input is fake. 

We end up with the govern- 
ment we deserve. As both Jef- 
ferson and Egan stressed, the 
people must become better ed- 
ucated and informed. Only then 
can they vote intelligently, what- 
ever their political persuasion, 
based on the candidate's record 
and character. 


Paul Fein is a resident of Aga- 
wam. The Agawam Advertiser 
News welcomes guest columns 
from local residents. To inquire 
about writing a column, email 
aan@turley.com. 
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December events at Agawam 
Congregational Church 


All are invited to attend the 
Agawam Congregational Church, 
745 Main St., “a place to call home 
— a people to call family” Wor- 
ship service is at 10 a.m. Sundays, 
with a childrens message, church 
school and fellowship and coffee 
hour following. 

Playgroup meets on Thursday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m. It is open to 
the public. Cancellations and va- 
cations follow the Agawam public 
school schedule. 

Friday, Dec. 1: Learn to Play & 
Grow, 9:30 a.m. 

Monday, Dec. 4: Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, 9 a.m.; Committees, 7 
p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 5: Missionary 
meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 6: Let Us 
Gather, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 7: Choir prac- 
tice, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 8: “R Time; 9:30 
a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 9: Men’s Minis- 
try meeting, 8:30 a.m. 

Monday, Dec. 11: Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, 9 a.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 13: Let Us 
Gather, 7 p.m.; Deacons meeting, 
7 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 14: Choir prac- 
tice, 7 p.m. 


Saturday, Dec. 16: Women’s 
Fellowship meeting, 9 a.m. at 
American Classics Restaurant in 
Feeding Hills. 

Monday, Dec. 18: Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, 9 a.m.; Loaves and Fishes, 
4 p.m.; Trustees meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 20: Let Us 
Gather, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 21: Choir prac- 
tice, 7 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 25: Christmas 
Day. Office closed. 

Tuesday, Dec. 
meeting, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 27: Newslet- 
ter collation, 9 a.m.; Let Us Gath- 
er, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 28: No Play- 
group; Choir practice, 7 p.m. 

Pastor Greg E. Dawson is avail- 
able for prayer after each service. 
The church offers many pro- 
grams, special family activities, 
trips, picnics and more. Newcom- 
ers are welcome and members of 
the community are invited to par- 
ticipate in all church events. For 
more information, call the church 
office at 413-786-7111, visit www. 
agawamcongregationalchurch. 
com or email office@agawam- 
cong.com. Regular office hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:35 
a.m. to 12:35 p.m. 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. “Be back later” 
4. Zhou dynasty 

state 
7. Mineral 
8. _ and gagged 


CLUES DOWN 24. Sinclair novel 

27. Basics 

28. A person’s life 
story 

29. Luxury 


automaker 


29. Aids digestion 

30. Comedy 1. Comedian 
routine Goldthwait 

31. Actress 2. Worn by wom- 
Thurman en 

32. Adult beverage . “Naked Gun” 

10. One of 39. Amounts of actor Nielsen 31. Ultrahigh 
Lebron’s former time . Processes fatty frequency 
sidekicks 41. An awkward acids 32. Island and 

12. Ivory Coast stupid person . Mortals antelope are 
village 42. _ Walker, “The 6. Not invited two 

13. Caffeinated Color Purple” 8. Show__: enter- 33. Taxi 
beverage 43. Covers babies’ tainment 34. Farm state 

14. Without armies chests 9. Darkens 35. Fence part 

16. Intention 44. Parts per billion 11. Pilgrimage 36. Rwandan 

17. Sulfuric and (abbr. ) 14. Danish krone capital 
citric are two 45. Ottoman 15. Savior 37. Onomatopoeic 

19. Supplement military title 18. Midway 38. In a state of 
with difficulty 46. More skilled between south turbulence 

20. & & & 48. Natives to New and east 39. Abba _, Israeli 

21. George and Mexico 19. Electroenceph- politician 
Weezie 49. Indigent alograph 40. Flowering 

25. Liquefied 50. Illuminated 20. Henry’s wife plants 
petroleum gas 51. Very fast Boleyn 44. Inquire too 

26. Immortal act airplane 22. Hairstyle closely 

27. Ancient Greek 52. Devoid of 23. Frames per 47. Sun up in 
sophist cordiality second New York 










The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 


FALL HOURS: 
OPEN 11-8 
7 DAYS 


$75, which allows 
A WEEK 


families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
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Holiday concerts this Friday, 
saturday at Senior Center 


The Agawam Senior Center 
will host two holiday-themed 
concerts this weekend. 

Dan Kane and Friends will 
perform Christmas favorites 
and hits from the American 
songbook at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
1. This free concert is part of 
the Applause Series sponsored 
by the Agawam Cultural Coun- 


cil and Massachusetts Cultural 
Council. Doors open at 6:15 p.m. 

The New Valley Singers will 
sing holiday tunes at 3 p.m. Sat- 
urday, Dec. 2. Tickets are $5 in 
advance or $7 at the door; for 
reservations, call Carol at 413- 
786-7796. 

The Senior Center is at 954 
Main St., Agawam. 
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Adopt-a-Classroom program. “I 
thought if I could donate even a 
small amount, Id be helping out 
in some way, she said. When 
she told her RPS colleagues 
about the Hoyland classroom in 
September, many wanted to be 
part of the “adoption.” 

They discussed it with Prin- 
cipal Nicholas Bernier, who de- 
cided to make it a school-wide 
effort. The PTO helped notify 
parents about needed supplies 
and posted information on its 
Facebook page. 

“It was extremely thought- 
ful of Katie to bring this worthy 
project to her classroom and to 
our school, “ said Bernier. 

He said the project was an op- 
portunity for RPS staff and stu- 
dents to put into action many of 
the school’s values to collect des- 
perately needed new supplies. 

Potts tied the project to les- 
sons on such character traits 
as kindness, respect, and gen- 
erosity, including daily writing 
in “gratitude journals” during 
November about why they were 
grateful or thankful about some- 
thing in lives and helping people 
in need. 

“I love helping others and it 
made me feel good to get these 
supplies, said Anthony Norman, 
one of Potts’ students. “It’s good 
to help people who need things 
more than we need things.’ 

A “kindness” paper chain in 
her classroom also inspired stu- 
dents. Links are added daily for 
each act of kindness Potts ob- 
serves. Once the chain reaches 
the length of the classroom, stu- 
dents will earn a reward. 

“They ve been super excited 
— asking each day to see how 
long the chain reaches, said 
Potts. She said it was “heart- 
warming’ lesson for students to 
share their resources with anoth- 
er school in a meaningful way. 

“Students got to see how not 
just adults, but also kids and the 
community were helping to pay 
it forward in a big way. 

“Giving back to others is im- 
portant. It shows how you feel 
and that you care. The kids in 
Texas needed our help, said 
Jaden Diaz. 

Sophia Raymond said she 
liked giving back to students in a 
different state: “It's so sad about 
those kids in Texas. Were so much 
luckier here.’ She added that its 
“super cool” to help someone — 
especially elementary schoolchil- 
dren who needed help. 

Just days before Thanks- 
giving, Potts and her students 
packed the last box of supplies 
destined for Houston. Included 
were personal cards created by 
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What was sent 


Among supplies that Robinson Park 
school students sent to Houston: 
100 boxes of crayons 

52 pencil grips 

34 boxes of colored pencils 

33 packs of erasers 

22 pencil cases (for students to keep in 
desks) 

19 notebooks 

18 jumbo glue sticks 

14 book covers 

13 packs of markers 

13 folders 

8 reams of paper 

7 packs of Expo markers 

6 packs of highlighters 

6 reading books for kids 

4 large boxes of pens 

3 packs of index cards 

3 packs of construction paper 

2 electric pencil sharpeners 
Teacher bulletin board supplies 
sheet protectors 





Agawam students. 

“I hope you love all of the 
school supplies that our class- 
room donated to your school, 
wrote Kaitlyn Maloney in a card 
featuring a drawing of a large 
pencil. “We are giving you these 
supplies because they will help 
you learn.’ 

Makayla Barcomb wrote in 
her card — which included a 
drawing of three red, white, and 
blue balloons — that she felt 
“really bad” about the hurricane 
and all the damage it did. 

“Just remember, “ she add- 
ed, “everything will be OK. The 
whole Robinson Park School is 
thinking of you.’ 

Students collected $250 
worth of supplies while RPS 
teachers held a dress-down day 
to raise almost $500. They used 
the money to buy supplies and 
gift cards to complement the 
student collection. 

Stiner called it “a surprise and 
a true blessing” to get supplies 
from another school so far away. 

“T didn't expect two big boxes 
of supplies, said the reading and 
English-language arts teacher. 
“Tt was a teachable moment for 
me to tell my kids about good 
people who don’t know you but 
will help you if they can’ 

Hoyland is a Title I school 
with close to 900 students. All 
students are on free lunch pro- 
grams and supplies — even be- 
fore the devastation wrought by 
Harvey — are hard to come by. 

Stiner said it was “great” to 
tell kids who didn't think they 
were going to have any supplies 
that “some really nice people” 
helped them. 

“The look of relief on their fac- 
es — and the faces of other teach- 
ers — as I share the supplies has 
been fantastic,’ she said. 

Potts said helping Houston 
students and their families re- 
cover from a tragedy and get 
the Texas kids back to a normal 
routine in their learning envi- 
ronment as quickly as possible. 

“It makes me happy to know 
that as a school and as a com- 
munity, teachers, staff, students, 
and parents came together to 
help another school in need, 
Potts said. 
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The Agawam Fire Department 
responded to 78 EMS calls from 
Nov. 20 to Nov. 27, and the 
following emergency response 
Calls. 

On Nov. 20 at 7:24 a.m., 
the department responded to 
opringfield Street for alarm 
system sounded due to mal- 
function. 

On Nov. 20 at 8:01 p.m., the 
department responded to Shoe- 
maker Lane for false alarm or 
false call, other. 

On Nov. 21 at 6:39 p.m., 
the department responded to 
Lancaster Drive for steam, other 
gas mistaken for smoke, other. 

On Nov. 21 at 7:50 p.m., the 
department responded to Cardi- 
nal Drive to assist invalid. 

On Nov. 23 at 10:06 a.m., 
the department responded to 
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southwick Street to assist in- 
valid. 

On Nov. 23 at 12:34 p.m., 
the department responded to 
Rosie Lane for CO detector acti- 
vation due to malfunction. 

On Nov. 23 at 12:39 p.m., 
the department responded to 
North Street for motor vehicle 
accident with no injuries. 

On Nov. 24 at 2:35 p.m., the 
department responded to Glen- 
dale Road for smoke or odor 
removal. 

On Nov. 24 at 8:24 p.m., 
the department responded to 
Pheasant Hill Drive for service 
call, other. 

On Nov. 24 at 8:57 p.m., the 
department responded to Debra 
Lane for unauthorized burning. 

On Nov. 25 at 6:24 p.m., 
the department responded to 


Suffield Street for motor vehicle 
accident with injuries. 

On Nov. 25 at 6:50 p.m., the 
department responded to Maple 
Street for lockout. 

On Nov. 26 at 2:07 p.m., the 
department responded to Hor- 
sham Place for lockout. 

On Nov. 26 at 2:57 p.m., 
the department responded to 
Franklin Street for smoke de- 
tector activation due to mal- 
function. 

On Nov. 26 at 9:45 p.m., 
the department responded to 
Shelley Lane for public service 
assistance, other. 

On Nov. 26 at 10:07 p.m., 
the department responded to 
Southwick Street for public ser- 
vice assistance, other. 

On Nov. 27 at 1:01 p.m., the 
department responded to Main 


otreet for good intent call, other. 
On Nov. 27 at 10 a.m., the 
department responded to Suff- 
ield Street for alarm system ac- 
tivation, no fire — unintentional. 
On Nov. 27 at 3 p.m., the 
department responded to Maple 
Avenue for public service. 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department 
responded to 357 calls for ser- 
vice from Nov. 21 to Nov. 27. 
The department recorded one 
arrest in its public log. 


Monday, Nov. 27 
Jonathan Grullon, 27, of Orlan- 
do St., Agawam, was arrested 
and charged with trafficking in 
heroin/morphine/opium. 
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Wozniak explained. “The Cham- 
ber as a whole obviously wants to 
advocate for the business in Aga- 
wam, keeping the commercial 
tax rate as low as we can without 
burdening the residents with the 
full impact. That’s tough to do. We 
have these public hearing sand 
there is minimal attendance. It’s 
more of making the businesses 
aware of when the meetings are 
and that they can advocate for 
themselves.’ 

Anthony Suffriti, the City 
Council’ liaison to the Business 
Modernization Committee, ex- 
pressed his concern that the split 
between residential and commer- 
cial rates continues to grow. 

“I do have to commend our 
leadership and the administration 
that tries very hard to keep the 
taxes low and fair compared to 
surrounding communities, said 
Suffriti. “I don't like to see increas- 
es, so Id like to see our new mayor 
come out with a new budget or 
use some of our free cash to offset 
them and have no increase at all. 
I think our business [rates] can al- 
ways be a little lower without hurt- 
ing services, if its possible in the 
pocket book. It’s a tough balance.’ 

This will be Cohens final tax 
classification hearing, as new May- 
or William Sapelli will take office 
in January. The City Council vote 
on Monday can only shift the tax 
burden farther onto business tax- 
payers or back onto homeowners; 
an across-the-board reduction in 
taxes would require budget cuts. 

Rates are not the only factor 
affecting how much tax is paid; 
real estate valuations also change 
from year to year. According to 
figures supplied by the town’s 
chief assessor, Samuel Koniec- 
zny, the average Agawam home, 
valued at $218,415 in fiscal 2017, 
will be valued $225,165 in fiscal 
2018, and would see its tax bill 
increase by $178 if the shift re- 
mained the same as today. That 
increase drops to $133 under the 
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arrays from anything over 1 acre 
in size to anything over 2 acres. 

By a 10-1 vote on Nov. 8, the 
council refused to consider the 
mayors proposal, deeming it too 
similar to the previous, rejected 
measures. Rossi, who had pro- 
posed an overlay district during 
previous debates, said the new 
proposal represents a “signifi- 
cant’ change from previous at- 
tempts. 

“Its an entirely different ordi- 
nance, said Rossi. 

The newly proposed ordinance 
would designate a Solar Energy 
Overlay District, a second layer 
of zoning on top of the existing 


Neighbor comparison 


In fiscal 2017, Agawam had the 
lowest residential tax rate among 
neighboring Massachusetts com- 
munities, and the lowest commercial 
rate in communities with a tax shift. 
East Longmeadow, Longmeadow and 
southwick all charge a single rate for 
all types of property. 


Residential tax rates (2017) 


Longmeadow... $23.58 
East Longmeadow ............. $20.77 
SpnAGiielde eye $19.66 
Westel eee ecto ee os $19.42 
Holyoke Pian ter cette $19.18 
ChiIDOWE Csr encase Sol 
COUI e eeene reese $17.73 
West Springfield .........0.00. $17.05 
AQaWAM.....sssssseseeen $16.31 
Commercial tax rates (2017) 

HOWGKG oes nes $39.75 
Springfield eceran $39.07 
Westheld ea eae $37.08 
West Springfield .........0.00. $33.14 
Oo a T E 32.49 
AQAWAaM...ceesseeeeees $31.12 
LONGMeAdOW.... cece $23.58 
East Longmeadow ............. $20.77 
SUMING pees e SIT 


mayors proposal, for a total tax 
bill of $3,695. 

A small business property val- 
ued at $218,200 in fiscal 2017 will 
decline to $217,165 this year. Un- 
der the current shift, its tax burden 
would increase $13 this year. With 
the mayors proposed 1.58 shift, 
the business would pay $145 more 
in taxes, a total bill of $6,967. 

Cohen emphasized that even 
with a wider split, the proposed 
2018 tax rates are still lower than 
the 2017 split rates of most of 
Agawams neighboring communi- 
ties, including Chicopee, Holyoke, 
Springfield, Westfield and West 
Springfield. He said his proposal 
took in all the factors and respects 
what residents can or can't afford. 

“Businesses are staying in Aga- 
wam because our commercial 
rates are so much lower; Cohen 
said. “I think the shift I picked, 


land zones. Overlay district rules 
would supersede the underlying 
zone for solar projects only. 

The district would be drawn 
to “protect the scenic, historic, 
natural and other resources of the 
town of Agawam. The list of prop- 
erties has not been developed yet. 

“The next step would be to ask 
the assessors for a list of parcels 
that are over 5 acres, then get the 
Engineering Department to put 
them on amap, said Johnson. 

Rossi said public input will be 
welcome. 

“Every step along the way, 
[there] will be public hearings, 
Rossi said. “Once it goes into ef- 
fect, there won't be any question 
on where things can go and what 
rules apply.’ 


Historical rates 


Listed below are Agawam’s residential and 
commercial tax rates over the past 15 years, 
including the rate for fiscal 2017, the year 
that ended June 30. Tax rates are expressed 
in dollars paid per $1,000 assessed value. 
“Tax shift” is the rate split adopted that year 
by the City Council; a higher number means 
a larger split between commercial and res- 
idential rates. The size of the shift has gone 
both up and down over the past 15 years, 
and before that, dating back to the town’s 
first split tax rate in 1989. 


Fiscal Residential Comm. Tax 
year taxrate taxrate shift 
2003 $14.71 $23.39 1.35 
2004 $14.75 $24.08 1,38 
2005 $13.45 $27.73 1.63 
2006 $11.92 $25.93 1.70 
2007 $11.82 $25.80 eres 
2008 $11.74 $25.64 1.74 
2009 $12.07 $26.04 1.75 
2010 $12.94 $27.07 ea 
2011 $14.00 $28.32 1.67 
2012 $14.40 $28.46 1.64 
2013 $15.60 $27.79 1.50 
2014 $15.55 $27.93 1.49 
2015 $15.74 $28.29 1.48 
2016 $16.18 $29.98 1:92 
2017 $16.31 $31.12 55 





percentage-wise, is proportional- 
ly correct in the rate increase on 
everybody. I think when you do 
it, everybody has to pay their fair 
share, but you have to realize who 
the people are and what they can 
afford to pay. Nobody likes to see 
their taxes go up, but unfortunate- 
ly it’s the cost of doing business.’ 
The shift has gone up each of 
the last three years, from a re- 
cent low of 1.48 in fiscal 2015. The 
council is expected to vote on the 
proposed shift following a public 
hearing at its meeting on Monday, 
Dec. 4, at 7 p.m. in Roberta Doer- 
ing School, 49 Main St., Agawam. 
Wozniak said she and several oth- 
er Chamber members will be in 
attendance representing the busi- 
nesses community. All Agawam 
residents are invited to speak. 


Staff writer Michael J. Ballway 
contributed to this report. 


Solar facilities would have to be 
set back 75 feet from any property 
boundary. The underlying zones 
lot coverage requirements would 
not apply. All solar facilities would 
have to be screened so that anyone 
on a public street, up to a height of 
eight feet, would not see them. 

The terms of the ordinance 
would not apply to land owned by 
the town of Agawam. 

Theroux urged his colleagues 
to act quickly. He said the longer 
the town goes without a solar farm 
ordinance on the books, the greater 
the likelihood that a developer will 
propose an unwelcome solar ener- 
gy facility on agricultural land abut- 
ting a residential neighborhood, as 
happened on Kosak Court in Feed- 
ing Hills earlier this year. 
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Members of Boy Scout Troop 82 of Agawam and Troop 66 of Suffield, Conn., clean up leaves at the 
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Mawaga Sportsmen’s Club in Agawam to express gratitude for being able to use the facility for a 


recent “Turkey Campout.” SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Troop 82 scouts camp, thank 


The scenic Mawaga Sportsmen's Club on 
Adams Street was the setting for the annu- 
al “Turkey Campout” held Nov. 18 with Boy 
Scout Troop 82 of Agawam and Troop 66 of 
Suffield, Conn. The Mawaga Club opened 
up the club and pavilion for the annual tra- 
dition, where Scouts and leaders from both 
troops gather to prepare a full Thanksgiv- 
ing feast in the outdoors while spending a 
night camping together. 

Families, friends and Cub Scouts joined 
the Scouts for the meal, which featured 
turkeys that had been cooked all afternoon 
suspended from tripods, along with tradi- 
tional side dishes and a variety of home- 


made desserts. 

Mindful of the “giving” in Thanksgiving, 
the scouts from Troop 82 started the day by 
assisting vendors at the Agawam Congre- 
gational Church, the troops chartering or- 
ganization, set up for their annual bazaar. 
Both troops also worked to clean up leaves 
at the Mawaga Club to express their grati- 
tude for being able to use the facility. 

Founded in 1960, Troop 82 offers a year- 
round program that mixes outdoor adven- 
ture, service, and valuable life skills. New 
members can sign up at any time. Anyone 
interested can find out more by calling Scout- 
master Dave Robinson at 413-205-7038. 





Agawam student in Pope Francis fall play 


SPRINGFIELD — Ali Khan of Agawam 
will play the role of “Fannie” in a student 
production of “How the Other Half Dies” at 
Pope Francis High School. 

The comedy murder mystery will be per- 
formed Dec. 15-17, at 7 p.m. Friday and Sat- 
urday, and 2 p.m. Sunday, on stage at Central 
High School, 1840 Roosevelt Ave., Spring- 


field. Tickets will be available at the door, 
$12 for adults, $7 for students and seniors. 

In addition to the 33 student cast mem- 
bers, 15 students will work backstage in 
props, costumes, lighting, and sound, as 
stagehands, and doing hair and makeup. 
For more information, visit popefran- 
cishigh.org. 





sundaes, stories highlight Sunday’s Santa visit 


The GFWC Agawam Junior Womens 
Club will host its annual visit from San- 
ta Claus on Sunday, Dec. 3, from 12:30 to 
3 p.m. Families are invited to the Roberta 
Doering School at 68 Main St. in Agawam 
to enjoy “Sundaes and Stories with Santa’ 

Santas helpers will be scooping ice cream 
with assorted toppings. Lactose-intolerant 
options will be available, along with coffee, 
tea and milk. Tickets are $5 for children and 


Established; 


in 1981 


$3 for adults, and include admission, visit 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus, a picture with 
Santa, children’s letters to Santa for a per- 
sonal reply in the mail, a story walk and one 
free book per child provided by the Agawam 
Family and Community Program. Other ac- 
tivities will include Christmas coloring and 
a “hot toy” raffle at $1 per chance. 

For more information on the club or the 
event, call Donna Shibley at 413-519-1845. 


Please recycle this newspaper 


PORK LOIN RIB END 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


PORK SHOULDER 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SIRLOIN 
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Santa comes to St. David’s Dec. 16 


St. David's Church will host Breakfast 
with Santa on Saturday, Dec. 16, from 9 to 
ll a.m. 

Pancakes and sausage will be served to 
all in attendance. Those with cameras will 
be able to take pictures of their little ones 


on Santas lap. Children will receive a small 
gift from Santa, sing songs, hear a Christ- 
mas story and color Christmas pictures. 

Admission is free. The church is next 
to the Agawam Police Station, at 699 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 


School Lunch 


All lunches served with fresh and chilled fruit. 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 
Monday, Dec. 4: Chicken nuggets with dipping 
sauce, whipped potatoes, Tater Tots. 
Tuesday, Dec. 5: Chicken filet wrap with assorted 
sauce served with lettuce, tomato and cheese, side 
of pasta salad. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6: Half day. No lunch. 
Thursday, Dec. 7: Fresh assorted calzones, garden 
salad with light dressing. 
Friday, Dec. 8: Spicy chicken pattie, baby carrots 
with ranch dressing, oven baked fries. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL 
AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
Monday, Dec. 4: Chicken nuggets with dipping 

sauce, seasoned rice, seasoned corn. 
Tuesday, Dec. 5: Mozzarella sticks with dipping 


N ) 
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sauce, whole-grain dinner roll, smiley fries. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6: Half day. No lunch. 
Thursday, Dec. 7: Hamburger / cheeseburger, lettuce 
and tomato, oven baked fries, vegetarian baked beans. 
Friday, Dec. 8: French bread pizza, salad with light 
dressing, cookie. 


BREAKFAST 
All breakfasts include assorted cold cereal, muffins and 
pastries, cheese sticks, fresh fruit and orange juice. 
Serving times: High school, 7 a.m.; junior high, 
7:15 a.m.; Granger, 7:55 a.m.; Doering, 8:10 a.m.; 
Phelps, 8:20 a.m.; Robinson Park, 8:30 a.m.; Clark 
8:35 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 4: Pancakes with syrup. 
Tuesday, Dec. 5: Waffles. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6: Egg and cheese sandwich 
with hash browns. 
Thursday, Dec. 7: Warm cinnamon rolls. 
Friday, Dec. 8: Pancakes with syrup. 
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fF BRUNCH 
A with Santa! 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 10, 2017 
11:00AM - 2:00PM 


ADULTS $19.95 PLUS TAX 
Children 4 to 12 $9.95 + Children 3 & Under FREE! 


Reservations (413) 786-2593 


Creslmew 


COUNTRY CLUB 





USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF RIB EVE 
warmer S99 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


WHOLE TOP SIRLOIN 
CUT INTO SPOON ROAST 


or STEAKS $327 
Ib 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


281 Shoemaker Lane • Agawam, MA 01001 
events@crestviewcc.org » www.crestviewcc.com 
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AND SAVE $$$ 


USDA INSP. GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN i 
GROUND BEEF 1018 oases “Æ ib 
USDA INSP FRESH 

BONELESS SKINLESS ș 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


WHOLE CHICKEN 


17 
Ib 


15 
Ib 


TWIN PACK ssn DIE 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CUTLETS e S 57 
USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY i 
BREAST sommes 


Why Shop 90 Meat? 


¢ Buy Direct and Save - No Middle Man 

e Custom Cut? No Problem! 

e QUALITY - Only The Best for You! 
SALE DATES: 11/30 - 12/6/17 


BEEF PORTERHOUSE 


or T-BONE STEAKS GREAT AMERICAN 
$99 WHITING FILLETS zs snu AP a 


BE 90 Meat Outlet 
| i i a We reserve the right to 
| limit quantities. 


90 Avocado St., Springfield 737-1288 www.90meat.com 


KraftMaid i 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM 1 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices i 


~ 300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 
ee OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
= = Thurs., Fri. 9am-3pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. : 


í  budgetcabinetsales.com 


Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 e Fri. 8-6 
Sat. 8-3 
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4 AUTO COLLISION REPAIR) 2 FLOOR COVERING 












e Quality Collision Repairs 
e Free Estimates ¢ Work with all insurance companies 
223 Garden St., Feeding Hills © www.vermetteauto.com 


E} mares. 1842 786-8226 since 1979 
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Quality Tiooring &z rrojes-ional Install 


MARTINS 


floor covering inc. 








COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL 





501 Southampton Rd Westfield, MA 01085 
413-568-4460 1-800-498-4460 


www.martinsfloorcovering.com 





YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 


KITCHEN & BATH 
Cabinet spe SHOWROOM 
Ereuna La hasia 413.789.2074 
eh a g IAL ate al - 


Fax: 413.786.0954 
300 Main St., Agawam, MA 
budgetcabinetsales.com 


Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm 
Closed Sun. & Mon. 


=€ Affordable Prices & Personal Service 


Lawns e Gardens e Perennial Beds 


413-369-2033 


Fully Insured ¢ Free Estimates 


9 LANDSCAPING 


CCH DSCAPES INC, 


Patios ¢ Walls ¢ Walks e Stairs 
Over 20 Years Experience ¢ Owner on Site e Guaranteed Work 
Specializing in Unique 
> Hardscape Design & Installation 


ey CRWLandscapes@aol.com 41 3.821.9498 


5, 


MA LIC#9036 n MA | 
DREYER 


PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - SERVICE 
(413) 789-2260 
Specializing in on-demand water heater installation and repairs 


8 LOCKSMITH 


Burglar Alarms ¢ Safes e Locksmith Services 
Decorative & Security Door Hardware 
16 Ramah Circle South, Agawam, MA 413-786-0429 


www. rackliffe.com 
MA Lic. 800C CT Reg. LCK058 


9 WASTE) & 


ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS 
BULK PICK-UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT 
RESIDENTIAL CURB-SIDE 
28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001 
Phone 413-786-2449 ¢ Fax 413-789-3738 
www.newasteinc.com 
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David J. Coyne, President 










HOME & HEARTH 


REMODELING ann RESTORATION, LIL C 










e Heating Oil Delivery 
e Heating Service 


e Air Conditioning Service - 





The Craftsmen Who Care 


(413) 382-7837 
(413) 382-7838 (fax) 
dave@HandHremodeling.com 


www.HandHremodeling.com 
MA HIC 148138 e CT HIC 0620090 


CALE YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 800-824-6545 





6 FUEL/HEATING OIL 


Ss, == 


BAY STATE - = : 
FUEL OIL * 9 : s — 
— a o 5 


www.baystatefueloil.com 
(413) 733-5088 - (800) 529-5088 


e Fuel Payment Plans 
. New customer specials 
-.and More! 


Family Owned and Operated Since 1962 


ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 
HERE ON 


THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 
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At left, Doering students Kaitlyn Kelley, Lilah Carr and Tessa 
Ebreo run together during the Nov. 21 race. 


At right, sixth graders Vincent Rodier, left, and Alexis Hurley 
were the overall boys and girls winners. 


Below right, Peyton Buffum runs the Turkey Trot. 


Below, Terence Cheung (No. 229) and Nicholas Cecchi (22) 
run with the pack through the Doering School parking lot. 





Adam Ross was the quickest 
fifth grader in the Turkey Trot, 
and third place overall. 





Trot tradition continues at Doering 


oberta Doering Schoolran 5:47. First place among grade 6 teacher Shaunna Rowley, 6:21. 
Bs fourth annual Turkey girls went to Alexis Hurley, 6:46; The tradition of holding a one- 
Trot last week. for grade 5 girls, Taryn Smith, mile run during Thanksgiving 
The after-school foot race 7:20. Adults also participated week began in 2014, when Chad 
on Nov. 21 was won by Vincent in the race; the first staff mem- Joyal joined the faculty as vice 
i Rodier, a sixth grader, who com- ber across the finish line was principal. Joyal had previously 
Grade 6 teacher Sara Tryba pleted the course in 5 minutes, physical education teacher Eric worked at Powder Mill School in ) 
shows off her Thanksgiving 40 seconds. The top finisher Balslov, at 5:53. The fastest fe- Southwick, which holds its own Aiden Kane collects high-fives along the Doering 

spirit while watching the race. from grade 5 was Adam Ross, at male staff member was grade 5 Turkey Trot. School Turkey Trot course. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
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@turleysports 





www.turleysports.com 
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GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 


Brownie 

trio plays 
in all-star 
showcase 


By Nate Rosenthal 
dforbes@turley.com 





WEST SPRINGFIELD — ‘The girls’ vol- 
leyball season has come to an end for West- 
ern Massachusetts teams and with that, it 
is time for the Spalding All Star Showcase, 
an all-star game or really a last chance for 
many of the best players in the region to 


play with against one another. 


As has been the case for several years, 
West Springfield High School played host 
to the Nov. 21 event. The evening consisted 
of two matches of the first and second team 
all-stars. Half were placed on what would 
be Team Friermood and the other half onto 
Team Morgan. Over three hours, they played 
a best-of-three for both the first and second 
teams. While there was a concerted effort 
to keep players from the same school from 
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Maddy Lockwood makes a hit at the sideline to 
keep the ball in play during last week’s volley- 
ball all-star game. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY 
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Aana neman Joe Dowd tries to make a block on nthe left side. TURLEY 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


A new home did very little to help the 
Agawam High School football team con- 
tinue it Thanksgiving winning streak. In 
fact, it did just the opposite. 

Ihe Brownies were shut out on their 
own home turf, 34-0, as rival West Spring- 
field used Harmon A. Smith Field as the 
site of a nice tune-up before their Division 
5 state championship game, scheduled for 


take him down. 


The Nov. 23 holiday game was the 94th 
meeting between the two teams, with 
Agawam holding a decided advantage 
and riding a five-game winning streak in 
the annual rivalry matchup. 

Playing under the bright sun and beau- 
tiful weather, West Springfield used a bal- 
anced attack and some great defense to 
ruin Agawams first Thanksgiving game on 
their new home turf. Agawam’ new artifi- 
cial playing surface has been in use more 
than a year, but it was West Springfield's 


DAVID HENRY / WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Dec. 2. 


PATRICIA DEMERS, 1932-2017 


Coach set standard for AHS volleyball 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


he Agawam High School sports 
community is mourning the 
passing of legendary coach Pa- 
tricia Demers, who passed away late 
last week. She was 85 years old. 
Locally, Demers is best known for 
her development of the Agawam High 
School boys and girls volleyball pro- 
gram, which has seen the boys as peren- 
nial playoff favorites during the past 10 
years, including a state championship 
in 2013. But that is just one of many 
major accomplishments the longtime 
official and coach has attained. 
Demers had a short playing ca- 


reer, joining with an adult team at 
the Springfield Turnverein at 15 years 
old. By the time volleyball had gained 
more popularity, there was very little 
she could do in the way of playing. 

She said she studied volleyball of- 
ficials at a USA Open event held at 
Springfield College many years ago. 
From there, she became an official, of- 
ficiating and scorekeeping all over the 
area. She even officiated some inter- 
national matches. 

Her crowning achievement as an 
official was being named an alternate 
official and spending time in Long 
Beach, Calif., at the 1984 Summer 
Olympic games. 

Later in her life, Demers learned of 


turn to host the game in 2016. 


the establishment of a new program 
at Agawam High School in 1998, and 
decided after some time to apply for 
the job. Through her time officiating, 
she had learned the ins and outs of 
strategy and skill, and wanted to bring 
those skills to Agawam. 

“I was looking to help establish a 
program for a sport I loved, Demers 
had said of her decision to coach in Aga- 
wam. “I wanted the kids who had grown 
up with soccer and baseball to have an 
alternative choice if they wanted it’ 

In 2012, Demers received the Min- 
tonette Medallion of Merit Award from 
the International Volleyball Hall of 
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PE A D Wright 
Prai TAN he ae en tries to 
f come up 
with a 
fumble 
during 
Aga- 
wam’s 
Thanks- 
giving 
Day loss 
to West 
Spring- 
field. 
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Dave Dobrowolski struggles to run with a West Side tackler trying to 


Turnovers ruin 1st home turf T-Day 


Agawam went 4-7 this season, with 
consecutive losses to end the season. 

West Springfields Tyler Rocheford 
did an excellent job leading the Terriers’ 
offense. He finished off their first scoring 
drive with a one-yard run. Combined with 
a Josh Alstede kick, Agawam trailed 7-0. 

Agawam was threatening to score later 
in the quarter, but a famble would lead to 
West Springfield gaining great field posi- 
tion. Rocheford then used that to connect 
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Patricia De- 
mers receives 
the Mintonette 
Medallion of 
Merit Award 
from the 
International 
Volleyball Hall 
of Fame at a 
ceremony held 
in 2012. De- 
mers, a long- 
time coach 

at Agawam 
High School, 
passed 

away last 
week. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS 
PHOTO BY DAVID 
HENRY / WWW. 
SWEETDOGPHO- 
TOS.COM 
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Members of the Agawam Scream celebrate their U-14 girls soccer championship this month. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


ocream take U-14 league title in shutout 


The Agawam Scream U-14 girls 
soccer team won its league champi- 
onship game Sunday, Nov. 12, defeat- 
ing Chicopee, 2-0. 

The girls came out strong, con- 
stantly putting pressure on Chicopees 
goalie. Gianna Smith broke down the 
left sideline and buried a shot past the 
goalie in the 20th minute to get the 
Scream on the board. After more pres- 
sure throughout the half, Ally Dav- 
enport took the ball down the right 
sideline and placed a perfect cross 
to Grace Payne, who calmly blasted 
a one-timer past the Chicopee goalie 
with 10 seconds left in the first half. 


Although the Scream couldnt fin- 
ish any more chances in the second 
half, they continued their dominant 
play and ran out the clock to preserve 
the shutout. 

The team advanced to the finals 
after finishing first in their division 
and coming from behind to defeat 
Westfield on penalty kicks in the Nov. 
11 semifinal matchup. In that game, 
Agawam spotted Westfield a 2-0 lead 
before Emily Ottomaniello and Emi- 
ly DeGeorge scored to finish the first 
half. Westfield took the lead back 
with five minutes left, but DeGeorge 
notched a second goal in the final 


minutes to tie the game, 3-3. The team 
won on overtime penalty kicks by De- 
George, Ottomaniello and Kailey But- 
ler, and saves by goalie Clara Laudato. 

In addition to Butler, Davenport, 
DeGeorge, Laudato, Ottomaniello, 
Payne and Smith, team members are 
Olivia Barbarini, Asia Blakebourough, 
Jaylina Cone, Sera Gagnon, Emily 
Gulla, Bella McGregor, Jesse Schuler 
and Alexy Typrowicz. All are students 
at Agawam Junior High School and 
have been playing together since their 
U-9 season. The team's head coach is 
Frank DeGeorge, and the assistant 
coach is Phil Butler. 





COLLEGE AQUATICS 


Groux awarded Little East honors in diving 


WESTFIELD — Westfield State Uni- 
versity junior Monique Groux, of Aga- 
wam, has been named the Little East 


Conference diver of the week. 


Groux gained the honor for the sec- 


one-meter board. 


ond time this season after totaling 212.40 


points on the one-meter board and 203.35 


Near right, the 
Brownies’ Rhiannon 
Hodovanec starts out 
a play with a bump 
during the girls vol- 
leyball all-star game 
last Tuesday. 


Far right, Sabrina 
Christie, one of three 
Agawam represen- 
tatives in the all-star 
game, sets the ball 
over the net. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS 
BY DAVID HENRY / WWW. 
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
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playing against one another, it did not 
always work out that way. Coaches 
were Mark Taylor of Minnechaug and 
Kacey Schmitt of Amherst. 

The names of the teams come from 
two of the sport's pioneers, William G. 
Morgan and Harold T. Friermood. 

The second teamers took the court 
first. In the opening set, Friermood 
jumped to a 4-1 and then opened it 
to 10-5 before Team Morgan made 
their move. They scored seven of the 
next eight points to take a 12-11 lead. 
Friermood then scored three of four 
to regain the lead at 14-13. A 5-0 put 
the Morgans back on top at 18-14 
and they would close out the set with 
four straight points and a 25-19 vic- 
tory. The second set was more evenly 
played, at least until the end. Frier- 
mood led most of the way, generally 





by one or two points. Leading 18-16, 
they scored the next two and began 
to pull away, eventually winning the 
set 25-18 and tying the match at 1-1. 
Friermood carried over their mo- 
mentum into the third set, would be 
played to 15 points. They scored the 
first four points and opened up an 8-3. 
Back came the Morgans, who would 
score eight of the next ten to take an 
11-10 lead. Friermood got the next 
two to go up 12-11, but the final four 
points would go to Team Morgan for 
the 15-12 win of the tiebreaker set. 

Up next were the first-team all-stars. 
The scoring swung back and forth in the 
early going. Friermood led 2-0. Morgan 
tied it a couple of times and then took 
an 8-6 lead. They still led 9-7 when they 
ran off six points to 13-7 and another 
three to 16-8 after a Friermood point. 
Morgan kept building the lead to nine 
at 191-0 and would win the set 25-17. In 
the second set, it was Friermood nearly 


points on the three-meter board, helping 
the Owls to a 155-143 win over Smith 
College on Nov. 18. She placed third on 
the three-meter board and fourth on the 


Monique Groux 








the entire way. They took a lead at 3-2 
and it soon became 9-3 and then 15-9. 
Morgan came back with seven points 
to take a 16-15 lead, but Friermood 
regained its footing and the lead. The 
game was tied at 19-19, before Frier- 
mood finished with the final six of eight 
and a 25-21 win. Like the second set 
the 15-point tiebreaker went back and 
forth. Morgan led 3-2 and Friermood led 
5-3, It was tied at 5, 6, 7 and 8. Friermood 
went up 10-8; Morgan then went ahead 
11-10. After they were tied at 12-12, Fri- 
ermood moved to a 14-12 lead, match 
point, but Morgan tied it. Friermood 
scored the next two for a 16-14 win and 
a 2-1 victory in the match. 

Representing Agawam on the Fri- 
ermood second team was Rhiannon 
Hodovanec. Her kill put them up in 
the second set. Maddy Lockwood and 
Sabrina Christie played for Morgan's 
first team. Christie got the Morgan off 
to an early lead in the second set. 
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GIRLS SOCCER 


Montagna tallies 
in all-star game 
on home field 


By Tim Peterson 
dforbes@turley.com 


A total of 32 high school girls soccer players, who are 
from the Turley Publications coverage area, were selected 
to play in the 2017 Western Mass. Senior All-Star Game. 

The annual event, which is sponsored by the West- 
ern Mass. Soccer Coaches Association, was held for the 
first time under the lights at Harmon A. Smith Field on 
the Agawam High School campus, last Tuesday eve- 
ning, Nov. 21. 

“This is a brand new facility and it’s very nice to be 
hosting the Western Mass. Senior All-Star Game for the 
first time, said Agawam girls varsity soccer coach Lau- 
ra Wray-Ramos, who helped coached one of the Divi- 
sion 1 teams. “Because my soccer team didn't make the 
postseason tournament, this is a very special night for 
my three senior tri-captains, who were selected for the 
Division 1 All-Star team. They had the opportunity to 
end their high school careers by playing one more soc- 
cer game on their home field’ 

Wray-Ramos team, wearing red jerseys, won by a fi- 
nal score of 4-0. Agawam players on that team were Jes- 
sica Bonfiglio, Cassandra Jones and Alyssa Montagna. 
Montagna scored one of the four goals. 

Teammates included players from Belchertown, 
Springfield Central, East Longmeadow, Holyoke and 
West Springfield high schools; first-year Belchertown 
head coach Kyle Thibeault shared coaching duties with 
Wray-Ramos. 

“Its very special to coach in this game,’ Thibeault 
said. “I got the chance to coach three of my Belchertown 
players one final time. It’s also nice coaching the players 
that we played against during the regular season.’ 

The Division 1 white team included players from Am- 
herst, Chicopee, Longmeadow, Ludlow, Minnechaug, 
Northampton and Westfield. It was coached by Ash- 
ley Ziemba, who replaced ‘Thibeault as the girls varsity 
coach at Chicopee High School a couple of years ago. 

“This is always a fun way to end of the soccer season, 
said Ziemba, who helped organized this year’s All-Star 
game. “We had some outstanding players this year and 
we also lucked out with the weather. 

Earlier in the afternoon, Agawam also hosted the 
Western Mass. Division 3 and 4 girls soccer all-star 
game, featuring players from Southwick and similarly 
sized schools. 

College soccer coaches from AIC, Westfield State Uni- 
versity and MCLA attended this year's all-star games. 





DEMERS ı1 from page 10 


Fame in Holyoke. She also received the Nancy Sharpless 
Scorekeeper Emeritus Award that year. 

Demers was loved by players, fellow coaches, and 
the athletic department at Agawam. 

Tim Jacques, the trainer at Agawam High, and the 
father of one of Demers former players, Josh Jacques, 
said Demers was like family. 

“Just everything she did for my son, said Jacques. 
“She gave him confidence and saw something in him 
even though he was not the tallest or strongest player. 
She was an amazing coach. She got the best out of every 
player she had.’ 

Demers retired from coaching two years ago, and 
was inducted in the Agawam High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame as part of the second class of athletes, teams 
and coaches. Demers was on hand to take part in the 
ceremony. 

Athletic Director David Stratton praised her contri- 
bution to the school and the sport at large. 

“She was a true ambassador of the game of volley- 
ball; said Stratton. “She was a mentor and a friend to 
hundreds of players, coaches, and officials. The impact 
that she made at Agawam High School is immeasurable’ 

Alycia Rackliffe was a four-year player in the pro- 
gram. She moved on to have great success in college. 
She said the foundation Demers provided her helped 
make her the player she is. 

“She taught to live by a ‘right here, right now motto, 
said Rackliffe. “A motto that sounded silly but grew to 
be something I began to live by. It was meant to put us 
in the moment. She left her mark on me at Agawam, 
but her impact spread much greater and farther than 
my hometown.’ 

The funeral service for Demers is set for Friday, Dec. 
1, at 10 a.m. in West Springfield Curran-Jones Funeral 
Home, to be followed by burial in the Massachusetts 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Agawam. Her family is 
asking that memorial contributions be made to the In- 
ternational Volleyball Hall of Fame in Holyoke, at www. 
volleyhall.org/store/p8/Secure_Gift_Form.html. 


Out 





OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or- 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver- 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub- 
lications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. We usually 
print at least one week prior to an event. The listings 
should be brief with only time, date, location, activity ex- 
planation, and contact information. 


Friday, Dec. 1 
DAN KANE AND FRIENDS FREE CONCERT at the Aga- 
wam Senior Center, 954 Main St., 7 p.m. Part of the 
Applause Series sponsored by the Agawam Cultural 
Council. Doors open at 6:15. 


Saturday, Dec. 2 
A HOLIDAY CONCERT at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 
Main St., presented by the New Valley Singers. $5 in ad- 
vance, $7 at the door. Contact Carol at 413-786-7796. 


BREAFKAST WITH SANTA at Westfield State University 
with seatings at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $7 
for children and $10 for adults and available exclusively 
at www.westfield.ma.edu/tickets. Snow date Dec. 3. 


WORCESTER COUNTY KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOW today 
and tomorrow from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the Better Living 
Center on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield. Free admission. 


YULETIDE AT STORROWTON at the Storrowton Village 
Museum on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial 
Ave., West Springfield. Free admission. 


Sunday, Dec. 3 
SUNDAES AND STORIES WITH SANTA at Roberta Do- 
ering School, 68 Main St., Agawam, 12:30-3 p.m. 
sponsored by the GFWC Agawam Junior Women’s Club. 
Tickets $5 for children, $3 for adults, and include a pic- 
ture with Santa Claus, a story walk and a free book. For 
information, call Donna at 413-519-1845. 


Wednesday, Dec. 6 
WINTER ARTS FESTIVAL at Agawam High School, 760 
Cooper St., Agawam, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. will feature 
an evening of artwork, choral groups, photography and 
visual art. Tickets are $5 per person. All are invited. 


YULETIDE BY LANTERN LIGHT from 6 to 8 p.m. at Stor- 
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& About 


Lunch Menu 
Monday, Dec. 4: Chicken capri, rice pilaf, peas, 
bananas. 
Tuesday, Dec. 5: Spaghetti and meatballs, Caesar 
salad, birthday cake. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6: French meat pie, mashed po- 
tatoes, green beans, mixed fruit. 
Thursday, Dec. 7: Chicken cacciatore, sauce, pep- 
pers and onions, pasta, corn, pears. 


Friday, Dec. 8: Tomato Florentine soup, tuna sand- 
wich, lettuce and tomatoes, Jell-O. 


Calendar of Events 
Monday, Dec. 4: Fallon Insurance agent available; 
8:15 a.m., weight training, yoga; 9:30 a.m., line 
dancing; 11:30 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m., writing 
club, Bingo; 5:30 p.m., Zumba. 
Tuesday, Dec. 5: 9 a.m., sewing class, exercise, 


rowton Village Museum on the grounds of the Big E, 
1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. Adults, $7; chil- 
dren 12 and under, free. 


NOONTIME CONCERT at South Congregational Church, 
45 Maple St., Springfield. Larry Picard, organist and 
pianist, performs music for the Advent and Christmas 
season. Free will donation. For information, call 413- 
732-0117 or email Ipicard@sococh.org. 


Thursday, Dec. 7 
RICHIE MITNICK CONCERT at Roberta Doering School, 
68 Main St., Agawam, 6:30 p.m. Sponsored by the Ro- 
tary Club. Admission $5 with a nonperishable item to be 
donated to the Parish Cupboard, or $10 without. Pro- 
ceeds to help purchase cameras for Agawam schools. 


HOLIDAY CLASSIC CLUSTER DOG SHOW today through 
sunday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free admission. 


Saturday, Dec. 9 
HOLIDAY BAZAAR at Community Grange 382, 47 N. 
West St., Feeding Hills. Bake sale, gift items ornaments, 
wreaths and more. 


ANTIQUE AND MODERN FIREARMS SHOW today 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and tomorrow 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.in the Young 
Building on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial 


Public Notices 
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open knitting group; 9:45 a.m., chair exercise; noon, 
ladies only billiards; 12:30 p.m., movie (“Holiday Af- 
fair’), mah jongg; 1 p.m., Mexican Train Game; 4:30 
p.m., yoga; 6 p.m., beginner line dance. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6: Free hearing screening with 
Gary from New Ears; 8:15 a.m., weight training, 
yoga; 8:30 a.m., Friends breakfast; 9:45 a.m., Gen- 
tle Yoga; 11:15 a.m., Tai Chi; 12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 
p.m., ballroom lessons, Scrabble; 5:30 p.m., Zumba 
Gold; Western Mass. Genealogy meeting. 
Thursday, Dec. 7: 9 a.m., exercise; 9:30 a.m., 
quilting, trip to Holyoke Mall and lunch; 10 a.m., line 
dancing; 12:15 p.m., Bridge; 12:30 p.m., Mexican 
Train Game; 1 p.m., pitch, open art; 2 p.m., Melody 
Band practice; 4 p.m., yoga; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 
Friday, Dec. 8: 8:15 a.m., yoga; 9:15 a.m., Let’s 
Paint; 10 a.m., absolute beginner line dance; noon, 
canasta; 1 p.m., pitch, cribbage; 4 p.m., card games. 


Ave., West Springfield. $12 adults; children under 12, 
free with parent or guardian. 


Sunday, Dec. 10 
THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB will meet at 7 
p.m. at the Mittineague Congregational Church, 1840 
Westfield St., West Springfield. A special coin topic will 
be presented and discussed. Refreshments available. 
Guests welcome. For more information, call Peter Setian 
at 413-596-9871. 


Wednesday, Dec. 13 
THE ELIM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., Aga- 
wam offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at a cost 
of $8 for adults, $4 for children. The public is welcome. 


NOONTIME CONCERT at South Congregational Church, 
45 Maple St., Springfield. Alan Schneider, tenor, and 
Larry Picard, organist and pianist, perform great opera 
arias and music for the holidays. Free will donation. 
For information, call 413-732-0117 or email Ipicard@ 
sococh.org. 


Saturday, Dec. 16 
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA at St. David’s Church, 699 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills from 9 to 11 a.m., will in- 
clude pancakes and sausage for all in attendance. Santa 
will be available for pictures with those that bring a cam- 





era. Free admission. 


Sunday, Dec. 17 
TRINITY CHAMBER SINGERS AND HANDBELL CHOIR 
concert at 4 p.m. in the Gothic Sanctuary of Trinity Unit- 
ed Methodist Church, 361 Sumner Ave., Springfield. 
Free admission. Reception will follow. 


Tuesday, Dec. 19 
THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Agawam. 
The meeting is open to the public. There is no cost to 
join or serve. 


Wednesday, Dec. 20 
NOONTIME CONCERT at South Congregational Church, 
45 Maple St., Springfield. Kimberly Figueroa, flutist, and 
Larry Picard, organist and pianist, play music for the hol- 
idays. Free will donation. For information, call 413-732- 
0117 or email Ipicard@sococh.org. 


ONGOING 
AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill St., 
Agawam, offers a free “Crochet Club” the first and third 
Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All are in- 
vited to join, including men and women and beginners 
to experienced crocheters. Drop-ins welcome. Hooks and 
yarn available. For more information, call 413-786-7991. 


THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets 
the second Wednesday of each month, September 
through June, at 6:30 p.m. in the Peirce Conference 
Room at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. 
For information on how to join, call Vera Conway at 
413-786-3247 or email Rosemary Sandlin at rose- 
marysandlin@gmail.com. 


GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. 
to 11 a.m., at St. David’s Church, 699 Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler playgroup fea- 
tures music and movement, fostering children’s interac- 
tions and sharing skills. Open to all grandparents and 
their grandchildren. Follows school schedule. 


MOM 2 MOM takes place the second Tuesday of every 
month October through June, 9:30 to 11 a.m. at Aga- 
wam Congregational Church, 745 Main St. A round-ta- 
ble discussion hosted by a local “veteran” mom. 


AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets the first Tuesday 
of each month from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart Parish 
Center, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Registration 
required at 413-789-0200 or www.survivorjourneys.org. 








JOIN OUR MISSION 


SUPPORT 


YOUR LOCAL 
SHOPS «if 





RESTAURANTS! 





Advertise with 
the publication 
who supports your 
business all year long. 
Together we will 
make 2017 
the most fruitful 
holiday season 
for the communities 
we love! 


Local Newspapers. 
Local Businesses. 
Local Advertising. 
Local Prosperity. 


Let our loyal readers know 
you are open for business. 


OPEN) 


Ask your Sales Representative 
to use our Open Sign in all 
your holiday advertising. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
The Trial Court 
HAMPDEN Div. 
PROBATE & FAMILY 
COURT 
DOCKET NO. 
HD13P1698EA 

To all persons interested 
in the estate of Elmyra M. 
Hamelin. 

A petition has been 
presented to said Court 





Pusu NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 


by Dominic Kirchner, 
II of 444A North Main 
Street, Suite 234, East 
Longmeadow, MA praying 
that said Court ratify and 
confirm a conveyance of 
land commonly known as 
209 Adams Street, Agawam, 
Massachusetts, and record- 
ed in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
20728, Page 219, all as more 
fully set forth in said petition. 


ooo 


newspaper title. 


If you desire to object 


Commonwealth of 


sented by Christoper W 


thereto you or your attor- Massachusetts Walters requesting that: 
ney should file a written The Trial Court Christopher William 
appearance in said Court Probate and Family Court Walters be allowed to 
at Springfield before ten 50 State Street change his/her/their name as 
o’clock in the forenoon on Springfield, MA 01103 follows: 
the January 29, 2018. (413)748-7758 Xopher William Walters 
Witness, BARBARA Docket No. HD17C0250CA If you desire to object 
M. HYLAND, Esquire, In the matter of: thereto, you or your attor- 
First Justice of said Court Christopher William ney must file a written 
this twenty-first day of Walters appearance in said Court 
November, 2017. Of: Feeding Hills, MA at: Springfield on or before 
Suzanne T Seguin NOTICE OF PETITION ten o’clock in the morning 
Register FOR CHANGE OF NAME (10:00 a.m.) on: 12/15/2017 
11/30/17 To all persons interested WITNESS, Hon. 


in petition described: 
A petition has been pre- 


HOW TO SUBMIT 


Barbara M Hyland, First 

Justice of this Court. 

Date: November 17, 2017 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

11/30/17 


LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393 x216. 


Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. 
Visit www.turley.com for more information. 
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Massachusetts newspapers. 





Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 


LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM 
CITY COUNCIL 

The Agawam City 
Council will conduct a pub- 
lic hearing on Monday, 
December 18, 2017, at 
7:00 p.m., at the Roberta G. 
Doering School, 68 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA to con- 
sider the Petition certified 
by City Clerk on November 
2, 2017 as submitted by 
William Clark on October 
31, 2017. 

The Petition is avail- 
able for public inspection at 
the City Clerk’s Office, 36 
Main Street, Agawam, MA 
between the hours of 8:30am 
to 4:30pm, Monday through 
Friday. 

BY ORDER OF: 

James P. Cichetti 
President of the City Council 
11/30, 12/07/17 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)267-9680 


COKE MACHINE Vendo for $.10 
bottles. Compressor not working. Parts 
only. $750 you transport 413-238- 
4299. 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwoods. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


2 YR. SEASONED HARDWOOD 
qualiity & volume guaranteed. Call S & 
K Lawn Care 800-607-5296 or 413- 
267-3100. $215/ cord plus delivery. 


"HALL SEASONED FIRE- 
WOOD!!! Over a cord guaranteed. 
Cut, Split, Prompt delivery. Call D & D 
Cordwood (413)348-4326. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 2 
yrs. Cut, Split, Del. Prompt Del. West- 
view Farms Creamery, LLC 413-246- 
1721, 413-245-1055. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 1-800- 
373-4500. www.woodbundles.com 


FLEA MARKET 


YANKEE FLEA MARKET 
1311 Park Street (Rt. 20) 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Over 150 vendors 
Over 10,000 Square feet 
6 days a week 
Tues-Sat 10-5, Sunday 11-5 
Open 7 days during Brimfield 
Antique Show 
Year round, all indoor 
Antiques, Collectibles, 
Household furnishings and more! 
Vendors Welcome, Apply within 
Always buying, 

Free estimates! 
(413)283-4910 
Free Parking 
Free Admission 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-800-417-0524 


COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER- 
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 


GOT KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medi- 
care Patients, Call Health Hotline Now! 
1-800-279-6038 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you cant reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


LUNG CANCER? 60 Years Old? If 
so, you and your family may be entitled 
to a significant cash award. Call 800- 
364-0517 to learn more. No risk. No 
money out of pocket. 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether youre Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 
Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500. Off. 


SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com- 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 


THANK YOU ST. JUDE and God 
the Father for prayers answered. 
D.M.H. 


MOVING SALE 


MOVING SALE Household. Office. 
Incredible collector’s village for home, 
store. Collector’s dollhouse. Books, TV. 
Rowboat. Outdoor statues, furniture. 
9am-4pm December 1-3 or appoint- 
ment 413-687-0497, 


WANTED ANTIQUES & COL- 
LECTIBLES Furniture, Advertising 
signs, Toys, Dolls, Trains, Crocks & 
Jugs, Musical Instruments, Ster- 
ling Silver & Gold, Coins, Jewelry, 
Books, Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 


Military items, Old Lamps. Any- 
thing old. Contents of attics, barns 
and homes. One item or complete 
estate. Call (413)267-3786 or 
(413)539-1472 Ask for Frank. WE 
PAY FAIR PRICES!!! 





WWI, WWII MILITARY items. 
American, German, Japanese. med- 
als, swords, uniforms, patches, hel- 
mets, photos, manuals, flight jackets, 
knives, boyonets. (413)885-2889 


WANTED TO BUY 


ANITUQES & COLLECIBLES 
wanted. Cash paid. Buying whole, par- 
tial and single item estates. Clean-outs 
available. Call 413-212-9004. 


LEGO 
Highest prices paid, new and used parts 
and pieces, complete sets or entire col- 
lections. Call today 413-626-8603. 
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Classifieds 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS IN THE OLD 
MONSON LANES BOWLING 
ALLEY. 

BUYING NOW! 

ALL ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTIBLES 
COMPLETE ESTATES 
SETTLED! 
(413)267-3729 
TOP DOLLAR ON THE SPOT 
FOR ALL GOLD AND SILVER 
ITEMS, JEWELRY, COINS, 

SILVERWARE, ETC! 

Items to include: old adver- 
tising signs of all subject 
matters! Furniture, toys, 


trains, pedal cars, model car 
kits from the 70’s, old fishing 
items, military items, sports 
stuff, old paintings, books, 


coin operated Coca Cola 
pinball machines, etc. com- 
ic books, postcards, maga- 
zines, old letterman jackets, 
musical instruments, micro- 
scopes, binoculars, old bi- 
cycles, motorcycles, vintage 
automobiles! WE PURCHASE 
CONTENTS OF BARNS, 
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASE- 
MENTS! LET US DO THE 
WORK AND YOU GET PAID! 
SIMPLY BRING YOUR 
ITEMS IN FOR A FREE 
EVALUATION AND OR 
CASH OFFER! 
THURSDAY - SUNDAY 
10:00 - 5:00 
HONEST COURTEOUS 
SERVICE!!! 
64 MAIN ST. (RTE. 32), 
MONSON, MA 





SILVERS COINS WANTED 1964 


and before. Paying 10 times face value. 
Silver eagles paying $10.00 401-265- 
6182. 


WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 


gold and silver, furs. Please call for more 
information or text (413)512-3714 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 


Address: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





re eee Phone: —_ = o S 
State: Zip. SSS o 
O —_ X perweekrate=$__ 
[VISA Discover Ly Cash L] Check# 
a Exp. Date OW _ 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 







GRANBY 







me 
= 

~ 
EPS 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 






Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 


t 
a 
BROOKFIELD / 4 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 











HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


ELD 





BROOKFII 











WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59 000 


Includes 
additional words 





Add a second ZONE ___*10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


: $ 
Add a third ZONE _ 5.00 
Subtotal < = 


x Number of Weeks ee 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 












A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 


**x*EEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





A CALL WE HAUL 


WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


57 YR OLD RETIRED ICU and 
homecare nurse looking to pro- 
vide PCA services. Private pay only. 
Belchertown areas. Call Cheryl 413- 
213-0607. 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean- 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Gutterbrush 
installations. Local family owned some 
1986. HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF- 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS: Shin- 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, decks and 
porches. Lifetime Vinyl Siding, Win- 
dows, Skylights & Sun Tunnels. Call 
(413)536-5955 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)267-9680 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


HANDYMAN SERVICES No job 
too small. Belchertown areas. Call 
(413)323-7669. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS Fall 
Clean-ups, gutter cleaning, carpen- 
try, painting, property maintenance, 
after storm/tree cleanups. Small jobs 
welcome. Free estimates. (413)883- 
9033. 


WATER DAMAGE, DRYWALL, 
ceiling repair, complete finishing job. 
Fully insured. Call Ray (413)348- 
9832 





a 


AY 


is) 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 
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RS Be Be ee ee REAL ESTATE 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE’ SER- 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod- 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


COMPUTER 
SERVICES 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. I'll come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set- 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis- 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330- 
3682 


RESIDENTIAL AND COMMER- 
CIAL service and repairs. Additions, 
service changes, generators, new 
builds, solar. 20 years experience. 
Michael Lacroix Lice #50096, HIC 
189281. Insured. Call 413-896-9619. 
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GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au- 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu- 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open- 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, additions. In- 
surance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


MCDC COMPLETE HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 
AND PAINTING, 

Lic #189004. 
Handyman service. 
Free estimates. 

All home remodel needs. 

Manny Cotto 413-505-4900 

mcottochd @ yahoo.com 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, MA (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
TREE SERVICE 
Got overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Bobcat/Excavation 
Lot Clearing 
Removals 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Maintenance 
413-636-5957 


*** AAA DEVENO LANDSCAP- 
ING*** Fall Clean-ups, Shrub trim- 
ming, weekly maintenance, bobcat 
service, new lawns, new landscaping, 
brick pavers, walks and patios. Free 
estimates. Residential/ Commercial 
(413)746-9065 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


Fiction. 
MANION 


YOUR 
NEWS 
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*RICK 
BERGERON 
LAWN CARE, 
INC. 
Palmer, MA 


Fall Clean-ups 
Landscaping 
Hedge Trimming 
Loader and Backhoe 
Trucking 
Over 30 yrs. in business 
All Calls Returned 
413-283-3192 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
Oil Burner Tune Ups 
“Tis the Season” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER 
WORKS alone, quality work, licensed. 
Best prices for sheds, garages, and 
ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 
years experience. Commercial, resi- 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


SNOWPLOWING 


JJ BARBEAU LANDSCAPING 
Family run 
Reliable snowplowing 


Commercial/ Residential 
Fully insured 
Jason (413)330-7230 





SNOW REMOVAL- Commercial/ 
residential. Fast, Reliable. Fully in- 
sured. Ware, Palmer, Belchertown, 
Ludlow. Call or text 413-297-1403 
Free estimates. www.zmpainting.com 


TREE WORK 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in- 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night. 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED Top Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, trucks, 
vans, big and small, running or not. 
Call (413)534-5400 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 





ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Springfield Area Transit Company is 
seeking a full-time experienced Admin- 
istrative Assistant to perform a variety 
of reception, clerical and administrative 
support duties. The ideal candidate will 
have strong communication, custom- 
er service and organizational skills 
and have demonstrated experience 
in a similar role. Starting pay rate is 
$20.29/hour with competitive benefits 
package. Please review job description 
and qualification requirements under 
Careers at www.pvta.com. To be con- 
sidered, please upload resume and 
cover letter via our website or mail to: 
SATCo, Attn: HR, 2840 Main Street, 
Springfield, MA 01107, AA/EEO 


DENTAL ASSISTANT WANTED 
Full time. Apply in person Steve J. Mc- 
Daniel, DDS, 534 Center Street, Lud- 
low 413-583-2070. 


DRIVERS: LOCAL WINDSOR 
FT Delivery Openings. $26.25/hr with 
OT after 8/hr day. Guaranteed weekly 
minimum pay $1,050.00. Excellent 
benefits, paid vacation and more! 1yr 
Class-A CDL Call CPC Logistics: 855- 
902-7681 


Professional Medical Services, Inc. 

Certified Home Health Aides/ 
CNA’s, PCA’s are welcomed to 
apply in person @ 1525 North Main 


Street Palmer, 
or call Denise @(413)289-9018. 
EOE 





TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Groundskeeper/Heavy Equip- 
ment Operator Full time (40 hrs/ 
wk) union position, current pay range 
$17.61 to $21/19/hr, DOQ, good ben- 
efits; 

Public Health Nurse Part time (10 
hrs/wk -flexible), current pay range 
$23.10 to 33.93/hr, DOQ, no benefits; 
Recreation Aide Part time (10 
hrs/wk), $12.98/hr, some eve and 
weekends required; no benefits; 
For more information and employment 
application, please visit our website at 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov; EOE 


SALE BY OWNER 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, sunroom, office, bonus room. 
Hardwood floors, appliances. Pond. 
Stone walls. Pizza oven. See Zillow for 
photos. 413-687-0497 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


A LUXURY SALON 
& BOUTIQUE. 
Includes parking lot. Dust to dawn 


lightening and surveilance. Ex- 
cellent opportunituy. Welcome to 
a nice location. 413-583-2517 





LAND FOR SALE 


MAINE HUNT, CAMP, invest, 172 
wooded acres. (No merchantable tim- 
ber) Only $69,900. I will finance owner. 
207-942-0058 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


A 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





CHICOPEE/ FAIRVIEW ONE BR, 
like new, 2nd fl- 2 family, heat, HW, 
central air, $850, 1st, last 413-315- 
9848. 


SOUTH HADLEY- BEAUTIFUL 
2 BR, 2 full bath house. Central air, 
central vac, w/d hook-up, Deck, fenced 
yard. Nice location. No smoking/pets. 
$1,300/ mo plus utilities. 413-244- 
5520. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


ROBOTICS & from page 1 


the robot to marketing and adver- 
tising the group activities. 

Senior Brianna Gaynor is one 
of the team co-captains who 
has been with the group since 
her freshman year. She handles 
the marketing duties, including 
writing essays, contacting media 
outlets, reaching out to sponsors 
and creating a business plan to 
work with sponsors businesses 
to demonstrate what Rosie does. 
She started as an unlikely recruit. 

“I came in not wanting to be 
here at all,” Gaynor said. “I was 
here because all of my friends from 
school were here. I’ve been stuck 
here since. I've definitely gained 
a passion for it. You can come in 
with people not knowing you, not 
having the right attitude with cer- 
tain people, and end up a family: 

Rosie competes in the FIRST 
Robotics Competition, a set of re- 
gional tournaments that lead to an 
international championship. Ev- 
ery year, the competition specifies 
a set of tasks that the robot must 
complete on a standardized play- 
ing surface; Rosie, and other high 
school teams, build and program 
a robot, from scratch, to compete 
to accomplish those tasks faster or 
with more precision. 

Sophomore Bobby Taylor and 
junior Bradley Clark both work 
on the building side of things, 
and help construct the two robots 
that the team will make in the six 
weeks allowed in the competition 
rules. Using a variety of metals — 
aluminum, steel — and a wide va- 
riety of machines, they have a lot 
of fun building and they have to 
be prepared for anything. 

“Murphys Law — what can 
happen, will happen, Clark said. 
“When you design something, be 


FOOTBALL 
I from page 10 


with Dailen Hicks on a 13- 
yard touchdown pass on 
the left side of the end zone 
to make it 14-0. 

Agawams running 
corps continued to struggle 
and quarterback Dan Do- 
browolski did not have too 
much luck in the air, either. 

The Terriers would score 
twice more before halftime 
and led 27-0 at halftime. 

Hicks would score again 
in the second half on a 10- 
yard pass from Rocheford 
for the final score of the 
game. 

The ‘Terriers played 
most of their starters de- 
spite being in preparation 
for the Division 5 state 


championship. Other 
teams in West Springfield’s 
position have benched 


starters to prevent risk of 
injury. West Springfield 
opted not to, and was able 
to escape without any ma- 
jor injuries to their players. 

The only player who 
was rested was Vaunell 
Hill, West Springfield's star 
running back. He had a 
nearly 2,000-yard rushing 
season. 

But Agawams four 
turnovers are what really 
made the different in al- 
lowing West Springfield to 
keep scoring. 

Agawams offense was 
led by Jared Durocher, who 
ran 21 times for 114 yards. 
Anthony Adams had 35 
yards on six carries. Soph- 
omore Thomas Caracciola, 
who had a great second half 
of the season, only received 
two carries for three yards 
in the holiday matchup. 


November 30,2017 I 





Members of the Agawam High School robotics team pose for a photo after a vic- 
tory at Battle Cry 20, a premier postseason event hosted by Worcester Polytech- 
nic Institute. Pictured from left are faculty advisor Jack Barry, Matt Isermann, 
mentor Lynne Henry, Mark Jackson, mentor Dana Henry, Logan Pearson, Paul 
Gaynor (kneeling), Brendan LeBlanc, Bobby Taylor, Nate Blain, mentor Tim Gay- 
nor, Thomas Gaynor (kneeling), mentor Scott Pearson and mentor Dawn Blain. In 
the airship, from left, are Honesty Osbourne, Brianna Gaynor and Morgan Miller. 


SUBMITTED PHOTO BY MEL GAYNOR 


ready to redesign it even when you 
think youre done, because some- 
thing is going to go wrong and 
youve just got to be ready for it’ 

Once the robot is completed, 
it gets turned over to the pro- 
grammers, including senior Matt 
Isermann, who get to program all 
the commands the robot has to 
perform. 

“I have to deal with whatever 
the group gives us, Isermann said. 
“We tell the robot, ‘Hey, you have 
this part to work with, do some- 
thing with it: Throughout the year 
they keep adding parts to it, so we 
have to keep adding in more code, 
making it work correctly. It gets 





idea running back Jared Durocher slides for a bit more yard- 
age near the goal line during the Thanksgiving game. TURLEY PUB- 
LICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 





Nick Stacy runs a reverse 2 route to the left side. 


est, ]925 


Tony Isotti-Owner 


430 Main Street, Agawam, Mass 
Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-5 


Experience the “Tony s Difference” 





challenging sometimes, but we 
always get it done in the end’ 

Getting it done takes time. The 
group meets Mondays through 
Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Sundays from noon to 4 p.m. 
Gaynor said last year she put in 
200 hours, not including the work 
she brought home with her. Ev- 
eryone in the group learns how to 
balance the workload with home- 
work for school and other life ac- 
tivities. The upperclassmen take 
a role in mentoring the younger 
grades on how to manage their 
time. It’s a student-led group, said 
faculty adviser Jack Barry. 
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Working on the robot and getting it ready for a match last year are Kannon 
Grover, Zao Gill and Bobby Taylor, with faculty advisor Jack Barry. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO BY DANA HENRY 


“We as mentors are there to 
guide them, but we try to let the 
team itself run itself? he said. 
“Our job is just to step back, 
watch whats going on and if 
things arent going well, then we 
step in and suggest a different di- 
rection to get them rolling.’ 

Rosie is the pinnacle of the 
Agawam Robotics program, which 
starts in kindergarten. Taylor ac- 
tually joined the program in first 
grade and continued up through 
all four different levels in town. 

The FIRST Lego League, which 
covers ages 9 through 14, will be 
holding a qualifier on Saturday, 
Dec. 9, at Agawam Junior High 
School. Twenty-four teams will 
be competing for seven spots 


open in the state championships, 
which will take place the follow- 
ing weekend. 

Based on the Lego Mindstorms 
kit, the kids will be creating a ro- 
bot to solve a series of problems 
related to hydrodynamics, which 
is this year’s theme. Doors open at 
8 a.m. with the matches running 
from approximately 9:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. with the final rounds 
and awards ceremony expected 
around 4 p.m. 

More information about Ros- 
ie, the Lego League and Agawam 
Robotics in general is available at 
agawamrobotics.rog. Questions 
can be directed to Henry at dana. 
henry@agawamrobotics.org or 
Barry at jaybarry@agawamed.org. 
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Far left: Yolanda Santa, left, 
of Open Pantry Springfield, 
accepts 209 pounds of food 
donated by Agawam Senior 
Center patrons on Nov. 20. 
Standing behind the food are, 
from left, Senior Center Direc- 
tor Michael Squindo, Angelica 
Cartagena of Open Pantry, and 
Senior Center Outreach Direc- 
tor Lori Arsenault, who orga- 
nized the food drive. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. 


BALLWAY 


Near left: Lori Arsenault, who 
organized the food donation 
drive, helps carry food baskets 
from her office in the Agawam 
Senior Center to the Open Pan- 
try Springfield truck waiting 
outside. 





rs 


Senior Center hopes to repeat recent food drive success 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Agawam seniors donated 21 food bas- 
kets, totaling 209 pounds of food, to Open 
Pantry Springfield in a food drive held 
during the month of November. 

“We saw that the Open Pantry was having 


GetReal 


a funds shortage, so we decided that’s where 
it would go, said Lori Arsenault, the center's 
outreach coordinator. “The more people we 
told, the more donations came in’ 
Arsenault said this was the first time 
she can remember the Agawam Senior 
Center holding a food drive, but it prob- 
ably wont be the last. Michael Squindo, 
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the new senior center director, previously 
worked at the Longmeadow Adult Center, 
which operates a community food pantry. 
He said he’s eager to partner with the other 
food pantries serving Agawam to keep all 
of them well stocked throughout the year. 
“This is a great turnout, and shows that 
the seniors in this community care, Squin- 





do said. “It's a huge task to take on. Were 
hoping we can continue to support the 
agencies that are doing it” 

Squindo said he hopes to make food 
drives, open to the public, a regular event at 
the Senior Center, and help other pantries, 
such as the Parish Cupboard and the pan- 
try at Bethany Assembly of God. 
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*$100.00 promotional offer is for opening a GetReal Checking account and activating direct deposit (of at least $25.00) or signing up for online banking and conducting 5 debit card 
transactions using your debit card within the first 60 days of account opening ($100.00 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the 
account has been open). $50.00 promotional offer is for making 5 bill payments using online banking and enrolling in eStatements within 60 days of account opening ($50.00 will be 
credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been open). Minors (anyone under the age of 18) are not eligible for Online Bill 
Pay. $50.00 loyalty bonus will be paid after the account has been open for 12 months ($50.00 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 365th 
day the account has been open). Bonuses are for new customers and limited to one account per customer. In accordance with applicable regulations bonus payouts may be 1099 
reportable. Account must be in good standing and have a positive balance at the time the bonus is paid. Minimum balance to open the account is $10.00. May not be combined with 


**Not responsible for surcharges or fees imposed by any banks, ATM operators or any networks based outside of the continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii or U.S. Territories. 


